CHURCHES 


Cbar nel. Houſes. 


BEING, 


mn ENQUIRY into the Profaneneſs, 
Indecency, and Pernicious Conſe- 
quences to the LIVING, of Burying 
the DEAD in Churches and Church. 
Yards, 


Shewing, 


That no Nation, or People, ever Buried 
in Towns, much leſs in T emples or Places 
dedicated to Divine Service. 


| That the Original of this Practice was 
founded in Pride, improved by e 
and encouraged for Lucre. | 


With 


WE markable Obſervations Hiforical and Philoſo 
ical, proving this CusToM to be not only 
contrary to the Practice of the Antients, but 
atal in Caſe of INFECTION. 
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INTRO DUCTION. 


> * . * V A 9 V . 


ways rec bon d among the Works 
of of Charity: But it may be que- 
ot /tior's 4, Whether it be not ra- 
ber 4 Work of Neceſſity ? For 
every, rd will have a Burial from the 
Living,” ">;ther by good, or ill Will ; and 
mots ef ſuch Abſolute Neceſſity can hard! ly 
Ee numbred among the Works of Charity, 


* Proceed not From F. orce, but from 


( NG if the Burial of the Dead may in 


"Senſe be efteem'd" an Act of Charity ; 
2 next Em, uy 46, Whether it be Charity 
70 the Dead, or to the Living * And the 
Queſtion will ſoon be decided, Not to the 


Dead, but to the Living ; 2 the Dead 


have no Senſe of, nor Benefit (a) from the 
Place where the 7 lay, or from the Manner 
how they were depoſi it 


(a) Auguſt, Ciyitat. Dei, Lib. 1. cap. 12. 
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20 OY "Y Dead has been al- 


ohited : goo rhe Charit * 
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4 The InTrRopucT1ON, 


F there be any in the Place, or Manner of 
Burial, . muſt be to the Living ; either by 
the external Pomp, to allay (b) their Grief, 
or chiefly, by a decent Inhumation, to pre- 


vent thoſe Miſchievanus Conſequences, which 


the Neglect would otherwiſe produce; and 


there all Nations, by the innate Law 4 | 
the 


Nature, have ever been careful to bury 
Dead in Decent Places, and in a Decent 
Manner. | FER FL Et Vi. 
Some few Nations, indeed, have diſcover'd 
great Inhumanity, by neglecting their Dead; 
or caſting them into the Sea, or Rivers, to 
be devourd by Fifhes: And Others, more 
brutiſh, have exposd their Dead to be de- 
vour d by Wild Beaſts; as St. Hicrom (c) 
tells us But all the Ciuilig d Fart of the 
World have ſhecon their Reſpett and Love 
ro their Deceaſed Friends and Relations, 
by Handſome Funerals, And many Nations 


were ſuperſtitiouſly curious in the Funeral. 
Rites ; for, the Heathens, in general, call'd 


Iuterrment (d) a Divine Inſtitution, and (e) 
a Law of the Immortal Gods: And the Ro. 
mans (f) had 4 Peculiar Deity preſiding 
aver thoſe Rites. And as they ſbew'd their 
Love to the Departed, by thoſe Ceremonies, 

fo they alſo ſhewd their Charity and Care 


(b) Statins Thebaid. Lib. 6. 
(c) Hieronym. contra Fovinian, Cap. 36. 
(d) Iſoerat. Panathem. i 
(e) Euripid. in Supplic. 
(f) Plutarch. Vit. Nume. 


3 for 


r 


Ibe IxTRODUcTIO N. & 


fur themſelves and others Living, by ſuch 
Means of Burial as might prevent all Miſ- 
def. wr 
The Manners of Men, in this Particular, | 
have been as various, as Nations and Cir- 4 
cumſtances have been different ; the moſt 1 
common Method of Burial has been by In- 12 
8 or 22 Burning. _ tho ſeveral * 
People, by Pompous Funerals, and Coſtly | 
B . #4 "ke have ſeveral Ends, 10 : 14 
to ſhew their Reſpect for the Deceaſed, or 91 
to perpetuate their Memories to future Ages 175 

by Lofty Pyramids and Rich Monuments, 5 
ar b C Embalmings, to preſerve their 244 
Bodies; or by more Coſtly Ineremations, to 1 
collet# their Duſt into Urns, and tranſmit Ws. 
their Relicques to Poſterity : Tet, I doubt 9 
not, but by both Burning and Burying, they 1 
had Regard to the Health and Welfare of 
the Living, and endeavour d to prevent that 
Fatality, which they might otherwiſe have 
been expos'd- to. „ 

Ad further, I think, I may venture to 
lay, that all Nations in the World have 
moſt religiouſly preſerud the Sanctuary, the 
Place of Divine Worſhip, from the Pollu- 
tions of the Dead: None would allow a 
Dead Body to be is oo or to continue 
there, much leſs make the Temples of their 
Gods, Burial-Places for the Dead. No, 
that's the Folly and Madneſs of the Chri- 
ſtians only ; who, through a*fa!lſe Conceit of 
Charity to the Dead, have forgot the Le 
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6 The IN TROHPUCTTON. 


neration due to God's Honſe; have -M 
the Charity awe to the Living, and have 
made their Churches C en and Re- | 
cepraries 0 the\ Dead. 

But whether. the Burping of the Dead in | 
Churches and Church-Yards, be an Act of TT 
Chirky, as. 1 qe" . nor ne, an 21 


2» 4 


ud, in e, 70 . 7 wr meer, 
* K AN Nan Winne d 
ge, N That. 10 Nation, or People, ever 
Burieu en Toumns, much 2 in T, emples, 80 
or Places Aenioated- 60 vine Ser vice. | -f 


8 Fl. trace the Original, of 
this Practice, and prove," that it was 
begun thro! Pride, improud by. Super- 
- ſitio u, and encourag d fur Lucre. 


THIRDLY, PII prove the "Indecency," in 
Reſpecmi to God, and the" We de 
„„ this Cuſtom, in "Reſpet? to Men, fern 
Experience an e \ Reaſons. Sh 
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Of 7 the Burial-Places of the Antient. 


| HAT Ineerrment; or cloſing the 
Bodies of the Dead in a Grave, 
ss the moſt Antient Way of Bu- 
rab is without all Doubt. The 
ö priam, and People of Alia, 
have us'd it from the firſt Be- 
— — dining of Time. 
W hat Sue prevail d before the Deluge we know 
nothing of; the Scriptures are ſilent: Thoſe Sacred 
Writ peak of the Death of the Antediluvian Fa- 
thers, Mig ya not a Word ef their Burial. What Light 
we have therefore from the Holy Scriptures, relates 
only to the Patriarchs, and later Nations; and the moſt 
_ prevailing Cuſtom with them was Inhanmatien. 


In 


Of the Burial-Places CAP. I. 
In ſucceeding Ages, an other Faſhion aroſe among 
ſome People, of 3 the Bodies of the Dead 
Whether this Cuſtom was owing to Fear, left their 
Enemies might offer Injury to Cs when interr d, 

by digging it up again; or, whether it was begun 
—— t — RE or Perſons of prime Dig- 
mty, fancying, that their (4) Souls were carried up 
in thoſe Flames to conſort among the Gods: Or, 
whether other Perſons of inferior Rank thought to 
to Heaven that Way, is a Matter uncertain » But 

It is certain, that the Greeks us'd Burning V anti- 
ently, as early as the Times of the Trojan War; as 
appears by Homer's (b) Deſcription of the Funeral of 
Patroclus. Not but the Grecians us d Interrment like- 
wiſe; for their Antient Hiſtorians give Account of the 
Way of placing the Body in the Grave; for, Plutarch 
(c) fays, that in ſome Places they were laid with the 
Face towards the Eaſt; and at (d) other Places to the 


contrary, namely, towards the Weſt. Nay, the com- 


mon People, who could not be at the Charge of a 
Funeral-Pile, and the Coſtly Sacrificial Rites, which 
attended that Way of Funeration by Burning, generally 
were buried by Way of Interrment. And Cicero (c) 
informs us, that in ſuch early Times, as thoſe of Ce- 
crops, Interrment was 0 made Uſe of by the 
Greciaus. | { 

The Romars took the Cuſtom of burning their Dead 
from the Greeks; and for the moſt Part us'd it, till 
Chriſtianity prevail'd in that Empire. But yet Pliny 


(J) fays expreſly, „That Burning among the Ro- 
&« mans was not the Antient Cuſtom, they were for- 


(a) Plin. Nat. Hiſt. Lib. 7. cap. 54. 
(b) einge, de ve er. Tun mod, & 
| Hom. Iliad. xxiii. v. 165, Cr. 
(e) Plut. is Solon. Euſtath. on Hom. II. T. Alian. 
af | 
(d) Al. Var. Hf. Lib. 7. 
(e) Cic. de Leg. Lib. 2. 
(F) Plin. Nat. Hip. Lib. 7. v. 54. 


« merly 


« merly interr d; bur after being erf d in long Wars 


« they found that the Dead were dug up againz they 
« brought in this Cuſtom; tho many Families con- 
ce tinued the Antient Way of Burial : For, ih the 
ic Cornelia Family, Hlla the Dictator is faid to be the 
« firſt Perſon burned, and he was willing to be ſo 
« buried, fearing that he ſhould be ſerv'd as he had 
c ſery d Caius IAarius his Enemy before; whoſe Body 
cc he caus d to be dug up, and thrown into the Ris 
« ver Auiene But whether they buried by Incres 
mation or Inhumation, none ever made Choice of the 
Place of Divine Worſhip, either to bury, or depoſite 
the Aſhes. None, I fay, neither Fews, nor Gentiles, 
nor Chriſtians neither, for ſome Hundred Years after 
Chriſtianity began; none ever preſum'd to make God's 
Temple the Carnicle of dead Corpſes, as will further 
appear ih. the Sequel of this Enquiry: Ry 
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O the Patriarchal Ages. 
EN the Worſhip of God was not fixed 
do any ſtated Place, but performed occaſi- 4 
onally, as God was lade to appear, ſome- 
& times in one Place, and ſometimes at ano- 
| make himſelf known to the Antient Fathers: 
Thoſe Places where God appear d were eſteem'd holy, 
and more venerable than others, as conſecrated by the 
Divine Shechinah ; there they erected Altars, there 7 
they e th God; but we do not find that they 1 
preſum'd to bury the Dead there. God appear d to "0 
Abraham after he was departed from Haram, ar ſeveral 
Times, and in ſeveral Places, as in the Plain of Mo- e 
rah, Gen. xii. 6. in the Plains of Mamre, Chap. xviii. 1. | Tarr 
in the Land of Aforiah, Chap. xxii. 12: But in none IE 
of theſe did he look for a Grave ſor his beloved ot 
| B rali, 


_—_— 
Sa GRE — 
» wap 
— 
5 * 


o Of the Burial- Places Cap. I. 
rah, but purchaſed the Field of Ephron hi as in 
Machphela before Mamre, that is in Hebron in the 
Land of Canaan ; and there he buried her in a Cave, 
Gen. xxiii. 17, 19. And Abraham himſelf was after 
wards buried there, Chap. xv. 9. And in that fame 
Grave, remote from any Town, or Number of People, 
and diſtant from any Holy Place of Divine Worſhip, 
Iſaac and Jacob, Rebecca and Leah were alſo buried, 
Gen. xlix. 30, 31. And tho' Berh-el was undoubtedly 
the moſt noted Place, and moſt honoured by the re- 
peated Appearances of God ; God having, as it were, 
took his Abode there, whence it was by Way of E- 

minence, call'd God's Houſe by Jacob: Yet I cannot 
learn that that Patriarch ever deſired to be buried 
there; but on the contrary, that he earneſtly pray'd, 
that he might be carried to Canaan, and be buried in 
the Grave of his Anceſtors, Chap. xlix. 29. 

When Joſeph found himſelf dying, he bound his 
Brethren with an Oath, not to bury him in Egypt 
but having by a prophetick Spirit aſſured them, that 
God would deliver them, and ſettle them in Canaan, 
they embalm'd him, and kept his Body *till the Chil- 
| dren of Iſrael came into Canaar, and then buried him 
in Schechem, in a Parcel of Ground which Facob 
bought of the Sons of Hamer the Father of Schechem, 
150 XXIV. 32. And St. Hierom (a) fays, that his 

onument was remaining even to his Time. How 
this Body was kept, and where, by the Jens in their 
Pilgrimage in the Wilderneſs, we ſhall ſee preſently. 


(a) Hieron. Ep. in Gen. 


N 


or the ISRAELITES in the Wilderneſs. 


22 Come now to the Hraelites in the Wilderneſs. 
When God, by the Hand of Moſes, had 
877 40 brought Out the Iſraelites from Eg r, and 


| had adopted them for his peculiar People, Ee 1 
ſoon ſettled a Government among them, inſtituted a +44 
Worſhip, built himſelf a Church, ordain'd Ceremonies, 1% 


appointed Laws, and ſanctatied them by Penalties. Now _ 
here was a Church, a Tabernacle, a travelling Temple, | | b 
xemoy'd to ſeveral Places, and had ſeveral Stations. \ 
There is do doubt but the Ground where-ever this 
Tabernacle ftood was conſecrated by Prayer before it 
was ſet down; the Form of which Conſecration-Prayer 
Moſes gives us, Numbers x. 3 5. When the Arb ſet for- 
| ward, Moſes ſaid, Riſe up, Lord, and let thine Enemies 
„e [eartered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee. 10 
„And when it reſted he ſaid, Return, O Lord, unto the 1 
$ wy T houſands of Iſrael. Ver. 36. Now I am apt 
d believe, there was not a 7e of all the Tribes that 
ever thought of a Burial-Place at, or near the Sanctu- 
ary, nor the Court-Vard about it. 
And this will appear beyond Contradiction, from 
the Charge God gave to 1/rael at that Time. | 16 
When the Tabernacle was finith'd, God conſidering 5 
the Uncleanneſs of thoſe that wrought in the rearing Rei 
of it, and of all 7ae! among whom it ſtood,” and of Wink 
the Sons of Aaron that were to miniſter in it; he 84 
commanded, that an Offering thould be made for an 1 4 
Attonement for the Holy Place, becauſe of the\Uncleanneſs 
of the Children of Iſrael. Lev. xvi. 16. And God ap- 
pointed, that there ſhould be yearly a great Expiation, 
B 2 an 


i» © Of the B Plater Cn . 
an Atonement for the Holy Santtnary, for the Tabernacle 
of the Congregation, for the Altar, for the Priefts, aud 
for all the People. Ver. 33, 34. And then added this 
0 „ Ne [hall reverence my Santtuary. Lev. xix. 30. 
And that the Sanctuary might be Teverenc'd indeed, 
God enjoin'd, that thoſe that were under any kind of 
Pollution ſhould be expell'd from it. a> 


Firſh, Thoſe that were unclean by Iſſue of BLOOD. 


The XVth Chapter of Leviticus tells us, that not 
only the Perſons themſelves, whether Man or Woman 
that had the Iſſue of Blood were unclean, and forbid 
to come into the Congregation ; but even thoſe Per- 
ſons alſo whom they had but touched, or- ſpit upon, 
were polluted by them; even their Garments, their 
Saddles, and Pots were unclean, and muſt be purified: 
Nay, even thoſe Perſons after they were cleanſed from 
their Iſſue, were not admitted to appear before the 8th 


Day, and then not until an Offering had been made 


for an Atonement before the Lord. Ver. 15, 


Secondly, The fame Law, tho' not of the fame Ex- 
tent of Time for Conjugal Pollution, Chap. xv. 
18. and of greater, for the Purification of Child-Birth. 


Lev. Xu, 
Thirdly, Thoſe that were unclean by LEPROSY, 


The Law concerning LEPERS was very ſtrict, 
Lev. xiii. 45. For the Leper in hom the Plague is, his 
Clothes ſhall be rent, and his Head bare, and be ſhall put 
24 Covering upon his upper Lip, and ſhall cry, unclean, un- 
clean; Ver. 46. He hall chvell alone, without the Camp 
ſhall his Habitation be. Their Garments were. to be 
burned, and even the Houſes, whole or in Part, were 
to be erazed, and the very Stones to be caſt out of the 
City in an unclean Place, Lev, xiv, 40, 3 . 


Fourth! y 


BD =>. 1 


Car, I. of the Jews in the Wilderneſs, 13 


_ Fourthly, Thoſe that were unclean by Reaſon of the 


Tn he Fifth Chapter of W We find this Law, 


Command the Children of Iſrael, that they put out of the 
Camp - whoſoever is defiled by the Dead,, 
that . Taj not their Camps in the midſt whereof I 
duell. Ver. 2, on A Nazaritc, whether Mau or Womang 
all the Days of 

Body, he fhall not make himſelf unclean for his Father or 
for his Mother +» - when they die, becauſe the Conſecra- 
tion of his God is upon his Head. Ver. 2. 7. of Chap. vi. 
Aud if any Adam die ſuddenly by him, and he hath de- 


filed the Head of his Conſecration, Ver. 9. by touching of 


the Dead, he ſhall have his Head ſhaved ; and on the 
eighth Day he ſhall bring an Offering to make Attonement 
for that he ſinned by the Dead. Ver. 10, 11. 
Whoever was defiled by a dead Body was not ad» 
mitted to eat the Paſſover, Seren Days was he uncleau, 
Numb. xix. 11. And if he did not puriſie himſelf on 
the third Day he Was not clean on the Fend, and who- 
foever touched the Body of a dead Man and purified not 
himſelf, he defiled the Tabernacle of the Lord, , and that 
Saul was to be be cut off from Iſrael. Yer. 13. This is 
the LAW, when a- Han dies in a Tent, all that come 


into the Tent, aud all that is in the Tent, ſhall be un- 


clean ſeven Days; and whoever touches one that is ſlain 
with a Sword in the open Field, or 4 dead Body, or 4 
Bone of a Man, or 4 Grave, ſhall be unclean ſeven Days. 
Ver. 14, 16. G 


Of the PRIESTS. 


none of them be defiled for the Dead among his Peo- 
ple, except the neareſt of Kin, as Father, Mother, Son, 
Daughter, Brother and Siſter that is a Virgin, Lev. xxi. 1. 
but for none elſe, no, not a Prince. w 


is Separation ſhall not come nigh to a det 


: AN D for the Prieſts the Sons of Aaron, there ſhall 


But 


iz Of the Burial. Places Cnavr:1. 
But the PRs upon whoſe Head the Anointing 
Oil n poured, he ſhall wor go in to any dead Body, nor | 
defile himſelf for his Father or Mother, that he may at 
profane the Sanituary of his God. Ver. 10, II, 12. 
Thus ſtood the Cafe with the Fews, they might 
not touch a dead Body, and come in the Sanctuary: 
And hence we ſee what Difficulties they were put to, 
by the Body of Jſeph for forty. Years, which muſt 
have been kept ar a Diſtance from the Camp, becauſe. 
ick Injanctiens. N 
What God deſign'd by theſe ſevere Precepts, we 
ſhall ſee in another Place; depend upon it, it was 
more than meer Ceremony; there was ſome great End 
in it, for his own Honour, and ſome good End in it 
for the Preſervation of the Health and Lives of his 
People: But of this hereafter. TD 
However we find, how, clean, how pure, how un- 
polluted, God would have his People, his Houſe, his 
Tabernacle, that Place, where his Honour dwelt; and 
accordingly we find that when Aaron dyed on Mount 
Fer, that he was not buried in the High Chancel or 
Holy of Holes near the Altar, but elſewhere ; and 
probably on the ſame Mount where he died : For it 
8. faid, Deut. x. 6. that the Children of Jſrael came 
to Moſera there Aaron died, and there he was buried. 
And Ekazar the High-Prieſt, Aaron's Son and Suc-- 
ceffor, who died in Canaan when the Tabernacle was 
fer up in Shiloh, and they had obtained Reſt, was b#- 
ried in a Hill that pertained to Phinehas his Son hich 
was given him in Mount Ephraim. Joſb. xxiv. 3 3. And 
even Joſhra the Prince and Ruler of the People was 
buried in the Border of his Inheritance in T unnath Sera, 8 
which is in Mount Ephraim. Ver. 3 0. 2: ly, 
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. 


Of the EWS in Canaan. 

| r FT! 9 99%, Wr 4 Nei {4 i Yi 
Come now to look upon the Jeux, 28 4 
: ſettled Nation fix d in Canaan, and to en- 
quire after the Places of Burial among them 


And here I preſume, we may conclude for the whole 
Nation from the Practice of the chief City Jeriſalem; 
tho* Cunæus (a) is of Opiniòn, that it was, not forbid in 
other Towns, to bury the Dead within the Towns, 
ſo they could obtain the Conſent of Sever of the chief 
Men; but if a Corpſe was once carried out of the 
City, it might in no wiſe be brought back again to 
5 ried there, though all the Inhabitants ſhoũild de- 
Ty 11 Ts e 
However that be, for the City of Feruſalem, the 
Fews never us d to bury there, all the Burial-Places 
were without the City, without the Gates and Sub- 
urbs of the City ; they call'd Feruſalem the Holy 
City, and look'd upon it as facred, becauſe of the 
Holy Temple, and the Divine Preſence there: And 
God having made it his peculiar Dwelling-Place, they 
would in no wiſe allow it to be polluted by any Dead, 
and that by Virtue of the Divine Command, which 
was of the fame Force in Caraar as it had been in the 
——_ 
And indeed it is a Maxim, not with the Fes on- 
ly, but with all Nations in the World (6) that Holy 
Places are polluted by dead Carcaſſes or dead Men's 
Bones. Hence we find, when Fofias would prophane 


{a) Cunæus Rep. Hebr, Lib. 1. cap. 7. 


(b) Joſephus Amig. Lib. 18. cap. 3. 
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16 Of the Burial. Places CP. I. 
the Altars conſecrated to Idols; he burned dead Men's 
Bones upon them, which he took out of the Sepul- 


chres that were 2 the Mount. 2 Kings xxiii. 16. 
threatned to puniſh Iſcael, by Ezekiel, 


And when God 
he tells them, that their Altars ſhall be deſolate. -'- - - 
And I will lay the dead Carcaſes of the Children of Iſ- 
rael before their Idols, and I will ſcatter your Bones round 


about your Altars. Chap. vi. 5. And therefore the 


x a were mightily concerned about Pollution by the 
ead, and were ſo very {tric in this Particular, that 
they would not ſuffer a dead Body to lye in Fer»/a- 
lem; no, not for one Night; neither would they per- 
mit ſo much ag dead Men's Bones to be carried thro? 
the City. (4) And as the Fes by the Divine Law 
had Ablutions, Waſhings, and Purifications, for Defile- 
ments by the Dead, which IS called Barn us 270 Pio 
pars» Eccleſe xxxiv. 25. a waſhing from the Pollution 
contraſted by the Touch of a dead Body. So. the 
Gentiles alſo. from them, had the Rite of Purification 
for Defilements contracted by the Dead; for the: Fla- 
mens or Funera Mater diſmiſſing the People from a 
Funeral, ſprinkled them with Water to purge them of 
the Pollution recerv'd by the Sight of the Funeral ; as 
Vardins (b) tells us. And whenever they entred into 
a Temple they were firſt ſprinkled with Holy Water, 
the e a, ſo aer Heathen Writers, 
kit they ſhould appear polluted before the Gods. (c) 


Exceptions of the Kings of FUD A. 


LJ Owever, altho there were no Graves in Fernſa- 
11 en, it muſt be acknowledg d, that there was an 
Exception, in Regard to the Kings of Judah; ſor they 
- | (4) Cunæus Reſp, Hebe. Lib. t. hh. ). . 
Lightfoot Hor. Hebr. Cent. Chorogr. Cap. 21. p. 44. 


() Nardius of the Funeral-Rites of the Athenians, 
0 Vide Natal. Comit. Lib. 1. cap. 14. pag. 48. 


were 


- 
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were buried even within the Walls of the City, on 


Mount Zion, which is call d the City of David, where 
that Prince built the Royal Palace, and the Burying- 
Place for the Royal Family. 
This Place no doubt was very ſumptuous, according 
to the Wealth and Dignity Lt that Prince: And it 
appears from Acts ii. 29. that that Sepulchre or Mo- 
nument was remaining, even in the Days of the A- 
porter Joſephus (a) ſays, That Solomon hid immenſe 
reaſures in this Monument; how great may partly 
be computed from that vaſt Wealth Hircanus took a- 
way from it when he was beſieged by Antiochns Pius, af- 
ter it had been erected Thirteen Hundred Years ; namely, 
Three Thouſand Talents : And he left very 3 
rable, which was, not long after, taken away by Herad. 
In this Place ſeveral of the Feiſh Kings were in- 
terr d; but notwithſtanding Is Burial- Ground was 
within the Walls of the City, upon ftrict Examina- 
tion it will appear, that even thoſe ak were buried in 
an open Field; for ſo it is ſaid, 2 Chron. xxvi. 23. S 
Uzziah ſlept with his Fathers, and they buried him with 
his Fathers in the Field of the Burial which belonged to 
the Kings; for they ſaid, He is a Leger : So this Prince 
— interr'd in the fame Grave, though in the fame 
Field. | 


This Mount Sion was a 2 * Heighth above the 


other Parts of the City; and thence called (6) 5 &. 
e (6) the Higher City. Fohannes Heydenus (c) 


(b) Joſephus Antiq. Lib. J. cap. 12. A Talert of Silver 
among the Hebrews was 3751. of Engliſh Money; but a 
Talent of Gold «as Tuvelve Times as much, 4500 1. God- 
win, Moſes, c. Lib. 6. cap. 10. pag. 296. So the Three 
Thouſand Talents of Silver amounied to, Ore Million, One 
Hundred and Twenty fue Thouſand Pounds; and if Gold, 
to Thirteen Millions, Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds. Cee 
Cunzus Reſp. Hebr. Lib. 2. cap. 23. 


(6) Spanheim Geograph. Sacra, pag. 53. Lightfoot Cent. 


Shorogr. Cap. 22. | 
) Bunding Itinerar. Sacr. Script. 
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ſays, That it was Seven Hundred Eighty Foot. high, 
and very ſteep, acceſſible bur on one Side only, at the 
Dale of Thropean, where a OY was made to it with 
Steps cut out in the Rock; and this Way was encloſed 
bya very great Gate, called the Gate of Son: And on 
the Top, the Surface of this Mount within the Walls 
was of an Extent of more than half a German Mile, 
which is full TwWẽ o Eugliſß Miles. W ONT 
This Mount is now without the Walls of the pre- 
ſent Ferrſalem - And (a) Paulus Oroſius, and other 
Hiſtorians tell us, That in the Reign of Adria the 
Emperor this Mount Sin was ſadly broke by a vio- 
lent Earthquake, and David's Sepulchre totally demo- 
Iiſh'd'; though the 7irks, the preſent Poſſeſſore, pre- 
tend to ſhew exactly both the Palace and the Grave. 
Hut, excepting the Kings of Judah, the Scriptures 
tell us only of Feloicda the High- Prieſt, who, for the 
great Good he had done to the Kingdom, was buried 
in the Sepulchre of the Kinge, 2 Chron. xxiv. 16. — 
But theſe few make no Rule, the Jes buried with- 
out the City; for we find, the Sepulchre cf Foſeph 
of Arimathea, wherein our bleſſed Saviour lay, was out 
of the City, though not very diſtant : And Laæarus 
his Grave, mention'd by St. John, was not in Bethavy : 
() There he dwelt indeed in that Village, diſtant 
from Feruſalem about fifteen Furlongs, which. is two 
EFuagliſs Miles. Bur it appears, Yer. 38. that he was 
buricd without the Village in a Cave: And we find, 
that the . Inhabitants of Naim carried the dead Man 
(whom Chriſt raiſed frem the dead) out of the City 


to be interr'd, Lake vii. 12. which City of Naim (c) 


was Northward from Jeruſalem Twelve German, or 
more than Thirty fix Engliſh Miles. And laſtly, thoſe 
Dead which were raiſed at, and by the Vertue of the 


(a) Bunting Itiner, S. Script. pag. 43. 
(% John Chap. 11. Ver, 18. compare with Ver. 31, 
(% Bunding 1tiner. N. J. pag. 29. 


Reſiu⸗ 


Chap. I. of the Jews in Canaan. 19 
Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, came out of the Graves, 
and went into the holy City. Marth. xxvit. 53. 
Navy, the Levites had not fo much Privilege al- 
| © lowid them, they might not bury in the Country 
& about the Cities where they dwelt, but were oblig'd 
&« to carry their Dead away to the Limits of their 
<« own Portion, and Cities alotted them in every Tribe; 
« and by Divine Command, they had Rurial-Places 
« gwen them about the Suburbs of, their Cities in e- 
« very Tribe. (a) „ 


In a Word, there were but two Burial- Places in the 


City (6) of FJeruſalem, that of David for the Royal 
Family, and that of Olda, or Hulda the Propheteſs, 


which the V ews ſay, was built by the Antient Pro- 
phets. And (c) Joſephus Ben Gorion ſpeaking of A. 
lexandra flying from her Enemies, ſays, She hid her- 
ſelf in a Grave out of the City, where they were 
wont to bury the Dead. And Rabbi Benjamin, a later 
Writer (a) ſays, That Anno 1170, he — three Bu- 
rial-Places, even then remaining, which were the an- 
tien de ofthe ,, ..: 1.4 Ho 


(a) Cunzus Rep. Hebr. Lib. 1. cap. > | 
- (b) Cunæus Ibid. | | 50 


(c) Joſeph Ben Gorton, Lib. 5. cap. 16. : 
(d) Rab. Ben}. Iter. pag. 44. 
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Of the Burial. Places of the Kings of \ſrael. 


es FTER the Fews were divided into two 
“Kingdoms, that of Judah, and that of J 
J&L ral; the Kingdom of 1/ae! could not be 
SV &9fo; call'd trul ib, having forſaken” God 
and the Law, and the Religion of their 
Fathers: They ador'd Idok, and made to themſelves 
new Gods; neither were they Gentiles, becauſe of Je- 
Original, and tenacious of ſome, nay, of many of 
the Jeuiſb Ceremonies and Traditions; fo that they 
may be look d upon as neither Fews, nor Gentiles, but 
a Compoſition made up of TFadeiſm and Gentiliſm: 
But our Buſineſs with de ©: 15, to conſider where th 
buried their Dead ; and herein, no doubt, they fol- 
low'd the Cuſtom of their Forefathers, and other Gen- 
tile Nations, who all buried away from Cities and Com- 


munities, though in Imitation of the Kings of Jada, 


their Kings alſo were buried in Samaria; for the Scrip- 
ture tells us, (a) That Omri the fifth King of Hſfrael, 

about Ao 3020, according to Perkins, (b) built this 
noble City of Samaria, about Twenty four Engliſh 
Miles, or more, diſtant from FJeruſalem; and accord- 


ing to Joſephus, about Three Miles in Circumference, 


This City became the Capital of the Kingdom of J, 
rael, and Omri himſelf was buried there. Ver. 28. And 
although we have not a particular Account of the 
Royal Burial-Place there; yer we find, that ſeveral of 
the Kings of 1ſracl were buried there, 2 Kings xiv. 16. 
And (c) St, Hierom ſays, That the Prophets Eliſha and 
Obadiah, and Fohn the Baptiſt were buried here. 


(a) 1 Kings xvi. 24. 
(b) Perkins Harmony. 
(c) Hieronym. in Epitaphio Pauls. 


8 > UR next 8888 is, concerning "thy Gen- 
EO 4s; and the Manners, and Funeral Rites 
@ among them are as various as the ſeveral Na- 


tions. (4) St. Hierome gives us a long Ac» 
cos of the different Cuſtoms : And Pha (6) alſo, 
but e are nothing to our Purpoſe; for it is not 
the Manner how, but the Phce where 2 
which is the Subject of our Enquiry here we 
may obſerve, that no Nation 1 by either of 
theſe Authors, ever buried their Dead in Cities, Towns, 


or inhabited Places, much leſs in, or near any Conſe- 


crated Temples, and Places ſet apart for Divine Wor- 


(a) Hieronym. contra Fovinian. Cap. 36. 
(b) Plin. Nat, Hif. Lib. 35. cap. 2. 
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Of the ROMANS. 


AYE MONO * Romans, it was. 3 by 
Ac the Twelde Tables of their Law, That no 
Man, beſides the Emperor, and Veſtal Nuns, 
RS fhould be buried within the City of Rome. 
And Dio (a) fays, That it was a fi noular Fayour 
ted to Julius Ceſar, to be buried within the Cit 
And Cicero (b.) fays, That the fame Favour Was be. 
flowed on Publicols, Tabu, ind C. Fabritius,. and 
me others (c) e 
20 >Fately, he Rape burnt 17 Bbdiss of the Dead; 3 


but in Jomjicr Times their Frnerils were by Inhumi- 


nion, as was proved before ('p pag. 16.) And the moſt 
Anrient did bury within theif Cities, (d) and every 
one was allow'd to bury in his own Houſe, or Gut- 
den, or Yard belonging to his Houſe : Whence the 
Antient took their Lares (e) or Ho Aan ods, and 
paid their Devotions to them. But uſtom being 
bathfome, and of moſt pernicious 1 Was 
oon forbid; and it was a Er Law with the Ra- 


maus, 


In te ne 1 pelo nere Vii. c 75 
(a) Dio Caſh, Lib. 44. + * 
(0) Cic. de Leg. Lib. 2. 5 
(e) Godwin Rom. Antiq. Lib, 2. Seb. 2 2. cap. 2 p. 79+ 
(4d) Godwin bid. 


(e) Mortuos domi conditos ET” +> Ai olim ut Deos quos de- 
inde I. ares appellarunt. Arnobius Lib. 5. Ex Varro. Pomey 
Pantheon, Myth. Lib. 5. pag. 232. 


(F) Cic. de Leg. Lib. 2. cap. 23. p. 23 I. initii. 
3 5 


\ 


That 


Char. IJ. among the Romans. 23 
That they ſhould neither bury, nor burn dead Bodies 
in the City. And Uhian the Lawyer ſays, That in 
After- Ages, the Emperor Auriauus, about Anno Chriſti, 
130, . Enacted a Penalty of ſeveral Aurei, or Marks, 
for any that ſhould preſume to bury in the City; 
and the ſame Penalty on every Magiſtrate that ſhould 
conſent to it, or connive at it. 

The Romans gencrally buried near the High-Ways, 
in Fields near the Roads appropriated” to that Pur 
poſe, that the Paſſengers might ſee the Graves, aul 
be reminded of their own Mortality; as Ham ( 
tells us; thence the Inſcriptions on the Monuments, 


ST VIATOR. Es 

And thus was alſo practiſcd long before the Romans; 
for we find, that Rachel was buried in the Way (ar 
near, or by the Way) to Ephrath, which is Berli 
hem, Gen. Xxxv. 19. This Grave is five Miles from 
Jeruſalem; and St. Hicrom ſays, That that Sepulchue 
was remaining in his Time, on the Left-Side of the 
Road going to Bethlehem. (b) © 


| (a) Varro de Ling. Lat. Lib. , 
(4 St. Hieron. Ep. ad Euſtoc h. c. 6. n. $6. 
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Of the RE CIANS. 
a ULLY (a) tells us for the Athenians. c J 


« proteſt, ( fays he) I could never obtain 
ce of the Athenians, that they would allow 

2 © of a Burying-Place within the City; and 
ce they pretended, That they were hindred, even by 
« their Religion ; and they have never allowed it to 
« any Perſon whatever. 

But tho' Tl be fo poſitive, yet other Authors, 
as Pauſamias, (b) Thucidides, (c) Arnobius (d) and o- 
thers, ſay, That the Greeks did bury their moſt E- 
minent Men in the midſt of the City, even in the 
Forum; but this was not common: For moſt of 
the Illuſtrious Men had their own Sepulchres near 
the Highways and publick Roads that lead to the 
City ; and private Families that had Vaults, and were 
not interr'd in publick Burial-Places, had them at 2 
Diſtance from Cities and Towns in their own Land, 
and on the utmoſt Borders of it; as Nardins (e) 
tells us. 

And indeed, it was forbid to bury in Towns, 
by a moſt expreſs Law of Solon; as Plutarch wit- 
neſſeth. (F) And the fame Plutarch ſays, That at 
Sicyon a City of Peloponeſſus the fame Law was in 
Force; That no one ſhould be buried in the City. 


(a) Cicero Lib. 4. Ep. 12. ad Famil. pag. 32. 
(b) Pauſanias in Attici | 
(c) Thucydides Lib. 5. 
1 — Lib. 6. adverſus Gentes, 
(e) Nardius of the Funeral-Rites of the Athenians, 


(F) Plutarch in Laces, 


» 22 ZN 
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Chap. IJ. of the Grecians. bo 25 
And therefore (a) Aratus their Prince and Deliverer 


being dead, they doubting whether they might bury 


him in the City, ſent to Delphos to conſult the O- 
racle. | 

Straho alſo ſays, That no one was ever buried, 
or burnt at Delos; Apollo would not ſuffer any one 
to be born, or buried there, but the Women were o- 
bliged to go and be delivered of their Children at 
Rheneia; as they were alſo obliged to bury their Dead 
there: This gave Occaſion for the Joke of Cleombro- 
tus Son of Pauſanias, who asked the Men of Delos, 
« How is Delos your Country, when not one of you 


e is born or buried there.” (%% Nay, Plæo was fo 


far from ſuffering the Dead to be buried in Cities or 
Towns, that he would not allow them Interrment in 
fruitful Ground; that the Dead might not be an Hin- 
drance to the Living: Nay more, the Grecians allow- 


ed no Man to go to Sepulchres; except when they | 


attended Funerals. (c) 


(4) Plutarch. Vita Arati. | ” 
(5) Rheneia Inſula eſt exigun & deſerta - - - - - Ubi 
Monumenta ſunt Deliorum, nam Mortuum in Delo ſepeliri non 
eft fas neque Cremare, Strabo Lib. 10. pag. 486, 


(c) Nardins of Funerals of the Athenians. 


: i) = 4 
d 1 * 
. \\ — 1 
n IF as 
5 . . bo _ * 
* - * 
4 
— 
— 2 
— * 
* — - b 
— — „ = — 
IL 4 7 


ee 
s 


3 of 


26 Of the Burial-Places Cp. I. 


r 
43 2, Bs 1 der, > 1,0 
855 N 8 rooms 


885 x 
eee BE 


Of 4 PER 91.4 NS. 


| H E Antient Perſians never buried! in Ci- 
A 7 FN ties or Towns, but in open Fields, at 
E ſome Diſtance from inhabited Places: 
bx; 5 . And. the Kings of Perſia (a). were. wont 
to be buried on the Top of a Hill, near 
to, and on the Eaſt Side of the Caſtle 
of Perffpolis, Falled the Royal Mount. And Thave- 
not (b) aſſures us, That there is no Burying-Place i in 
Tþpahar, but they are all without the City; as they 
be all over Perſia and the Levant. 


(a) Hoſpinian de Templis. 
* r Triewels, Part 2. c. = 4- p. 5 
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CHa. I, among the Romans. 27 


-1Qf:the TURRKS:, 5 


F the Tur, it is obſerved in general, that 
they bury not in Towns and Villages: 
&-O And Croviews (4) aſſures us, That that 
2 8 Favour of being buried in a City, is 

granted only to great Perſons, to the Sau- 
dom, and other Princes. And Thavenot 
(H fays, That the Burial-Place at Grand Cairo in e 
gp is very large on the River-ſide, not far from Old 


: 


ir. And concerning Conſtantinople, he has theſe 
| Words; „ Their Burying- Places are always with- 
| «© our the Town, that the Air might not be infect- 
« ed by the corrupt Vapours that riſe. out of the 
Graves: And . was always obſerved by the 
« Antients. - - - = - -- The Twrkiſh Burial-Places 
« are commonly by the Highway-fides, that Travel- 
« lers may remember to pray to Go p for them. 


(a) Cotovicus Trin. pag. 156. 
(b) Thavenot's Travels, P. 1. Lib. 2. cap. 12. p. 145. 
(c) Idem P. 1. cap. 43. p- 58. 
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Of the CHINESE. 


r 


b Laſfly, not to inſtance in any 
more; Trigaultins (a) tells us, That the 


We might run through all the Cour tries of the 
World, and find the ſame Account; but theſe being 
the Nations of principal Note, I judge it needleſs to 
mention any more. 


(a) Trig. ultius de Sinens. Lib, 1. cap. 7, 


Char. I. of the Primitive Chriſtians, 29 
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Of the PRIMI TIVE CHRISTIANS 


75 85 FAVING thus far ſeen the practice of 


5 * 15, concerning the Primitive Chriſtians. 
% And here we ſhall find, that the Con- 


VR 2 verte, both of Fews and Gemiles to 
e Chriſtianity, uſed no other Places of 


een than what were common, and in Uſe be- 
re. 

They changed the Ceremonies, and rejected the Su- 
perſtitious and Idolatrous Pomp; but they kept ſtill 
to the Gene 8 Places, the common f o-4)1ewa Cæmeteries 
without the Cities and Towns. And indeed, for a 
conſiderable Time they could not have done other- 
wiſe; becauſe the Laws were ſtill in Force againſt bu- 
rying in Towns, and becauſe they were perſecuted both 
by Jews and Pagans. 

After the Chriſtians grew numerous, they fer aſide 
particular Places for the burying of their Dead, diſtinct 
and ſeparate from the Funeral-Places of the Gentiles; 
but ſtill. out of Towns in open Fields: And becauſe 
they would avoid the Inſults and Injuries which might 
be given to the Bodies of the Perſons buried there, 
by the Heathens, they uſually made them after this 
Manner; they contrived them to be great Vaults un- 
der-ground, (a) with various Wa _ and divers Wind- 

ings, in the Sides or Walls whereot were Niches, where- 


(a) Gretſer de Fun. Chrift, Lib. 2. c. 8. p. 105. 


ews and Gentiles; our next Enq nquiry 
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in the Coffins of the Dead were placed. St. Hierom P 


(a) gives us a molt geographical Deſcription of them. 
& When, (ſays he) was a Boy at Rome, learning 


ct the liberal Sciences, I, with ſome of my School. 


&. fellows, would go on Sundays among the Sepul- 
c chres of the Apoſtles and Martyrs; — often went 
«& down in the Vaults, which were very deep in the 
« Farth: And as you enter in, the Bodies of the 
& Dead were oo on both Sides in the Walls: All 
ce about was fo very dark, as if that prophetical Place 


& of the Pſalmiſt Was litterally fulfillsd; Let them go 


6 down. quick into Tlell. A very little Light was let 
6e down through a Hole from above,, which did tem- 


cc per the Horror of the Darknef. As you move, 


you muſt | tread cautiouſly, Step by Step, having 
nothing but Darkneſs about you; which made me 
cc think of that of Virgil, Nin, e itt mri 


'' Horror ubique. Animos, fannl jpſa ſilentia; trrremm. 


In Enghſh. ' | 
' Hoyror aud Silence do -affright one's Mind. 


Abd — a (a) long 8258 acknowledges, that he 
had the Curioſity to go into one of them, which 


was called the Cæmetery of Priſcilla, and was then 
lately diſcovered; which, he ſays, for the Largeneſ of 
it, and its divers Windings, might be called a ſubter- 
raneous City: And he owns, that it was three Miles 
from tlie City of Rome. „ bi | | 
Euſebius (c) ſays, That when the Chriſtians, by 
Favour of Conſtantine, built Churches: in the Cities, 
yet they had their Burial-Places' alotted them out of 


(b) Baronius Annal. Tom. 2. ad Annum 130, 
( Euſebius Eccleſ. Hiſt, Lib. 10. 


. 


— 


— 
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the Cities and Towns. Nay, and though they built 
Chapels and Oratories on the Plat-Ground of the Cz- 
meteries, or Burying-Places, they were at a ſufficient 
Diſtance from the Graves. 

Biaronius tells us, (a) That n being perſecu- 
ted by the Gentiles at Gaza, and being left for dead, 
the Chriſtians took him up, and carried him into the 
Church, finding Life in him: But the Gentiles, (arid 
even ſome of the Magiſtrates, came and made Enquiry 
about him, faying, That the Chriſtians had broken 
the Liberty of the City, and treſpaſſed againſt their 
Law; for that they Py brought -a dead Body into 
dhe City, which-qught im mo wiſe to-be done For 
| they ſuppoſed, 1 Ho Borachas was, dead. 

Emperor Leo brake Emperor Arias Law, c men- 
rioned Pap. 2:2+),,and gave Permiſſion to bur within 
Cities: ws Towns, as well as without. 

Gregory Tutranenſis (b) ſays, That it was in ** is 
. of the Sixth Century, Auna. 590, before. the 
Gar ere were A 33 dur then that 5 — 
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(a) Baron: Nos autem cum multam Vidiſſemus Confuſſonens, 
portantes Pium Boracham, diſceſſimus in Sanftam Ecc leſiam. 
l vero uidimus eum adbuc \Spiranten = = = = = Cur inta- 
| 725 Mortuum in Civitatem? Cum Patriæ Leges hoc probing. 

om. 5. Anno 389. 

5 Sepulcrorimi- loca — Benedictione Conſerea * 
ſent. Greg. Tur. de Glor. Confeſſ. c. 106. 
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1. of he Burial-Places Char. I. 


N ANGERED. 


e $2 WIE II 


Im pc rial Laws eh Bury ing in Towns and 


hurches. 


HEN the (4) Antient Funeral - Places 
55 8 e got to be neglected, and Superſtition 


e Room for them in Cities; 
18385 


the Emperor s tly oppoſed it: For we 
find 2 ; yo (6) in the Theodoſian Code, 


in theſe Words, Let no one imagine, That the 


cc Churches of the Apoſtles and Martyrs were deſigned 
ce for Burial-Places of the Dead.” And Emperor (c) 
Charles the Great has this Injunction, © Let no one 
ec bury any Dead in the Church. And after him, (a) 
Ladovicus Pius moſt ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed it, requiring, 
« That the Conſtitutions and ſettled by the An- 
tc tient Fathers, ſhould be obſerved in the Burial of 
de the Dead. 


(a) Paulus Ricius de Moſaic. Leg. N. 235. 

5 Nemo Apoſtolorum vel Martyrum Sedem bumandis Corpo- 
ribus exiſtimet eſſe conceſſam. 1 Tit. 1. Inſtit. Lib. 1. 

It. II. 

(e) De Sacr. Eccl. Lib. 11. Anno 8 15. Capit. Lib. 1. 

(d) Capitul. cap. 159. 47. Anno 850. 
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Councils and Canons Eccleſiaſtical 2 
Burying in Churches. 


On 8 the Imperial Laws, ſo the Councils of the 
Biſhops of the Church oppos d this Practice 

alſo; for Hoſpinian (a) tells us, That the 
e Antient ſhew' 4 themſelves greatly diſpleas d 
at that New Invention of Burying in Towns and 
Churches ; and therefore made ſeveral Canons and De- 
crees againſt it. 

Amo 563, in the firſt (b) Spaniſh Council of Bra- 
cara, it was Ordain'd, That che Þ Bodies of the Dead 
ſhould ſhould not bury'd in the Churches, but that all 
1 ſhould be without the Cities, or in Church- 
Y 

For, after Burying-Places were allowed in Cities, the 
Dead were kept out of the Churches for many Years, 
and were only allow'd to be interr'd in the Ante-Temple, 
the Atrium, or Porch of the Church. (c) 

The Council of Nantes, (a) Anno 658, Canon 6. 
Decreed, „That in the Churches no one ſhall be 


| . 
(a) Hoſpinian de Templis. 
5) Concil. Brac. Can. 18. Ne Corpora Defunctorum intra 


| Baſelicas Sanforum tumulentur : Sed fiant omnes Sepulturs 


extra Civitatem, vel etiam ſi neceſſe ſit circa murum Baſilice. 
Vide Can. 36. 


(e) Bingham Orig. Eccl. Vol. 3. Lib. 8. Cap. 3 Sect. 8. 


(d) Concil. Nannetenb. Can. 6. in Eccleſi a nullatenus ſepeli- 
antur, ſed in Atrio, aut or aut in Exedris Eccleſie. 


EE 6 « allow 


34 Councils 4g“ burying in Churches, CHap. I. 


cc allow'd to be buried, but in the Porch, or Court, 
« or the Out-Buildings of the Church.” And 4m 
895, the Council of Tribur (4) in Germany made 1 
Decree againſt burying in Churches. It appears by this 
Council, that there had been Diſputes concerning that 
Matter; and that ſome few Dead had been bury'd in the 
Church, which _— _ Perſons ſo uneaſy, that 
they openly propos'd to dig them up again, and throw 
the Carcaſſes age? the Holy Phace: ; the Council 
choſe an eaſter Way, and Decreed, That the Monu- 
ments ſhould be removed, the Tombs levell'd, and the 
Graves cover'd with an even Pavemement; that no 
Sign of any Grave might appear; and that great Care 


Fr FAV 


ſhould be taken for the future, not to prophane the / 
Holy Place, which was ſeparated from common Uſe, W ' 
and dedicated to the Service of God. And Theodorus I 
Balſamon, (b) Patriarch of Antioch, Amo 1180, De- . 
creed, That it be the conſtant Law of the Church, * 
that no Dead ſhould be buried in Churches, according / 
to the Civil Law of the Grecian Empire. ; 
(a) Concil. Tribur. C. 17. r E 
GG) Theod. Balſ. in Reſp. Lib. 1. c. 11. Baſtlicorum : Iden C 
Furis Graco Rom. Lib. 5. 38. p. 382. Idem in Eucholog. ſeu tl 
Rituali Grecor. p. 523. * 
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BURIALS in Churches, «hen introduced 
in BRITAIN. 


ND as to this Nation of Britain, it is re- 
corded in our Hiſtories, (a) That Cubred 
the Thirteenth King of the Heſt-Sarons in 
R the Seventh Century, was the firſt in Eng- 
lord who permitted the Bodies of the Dead to be bu- 
ried within the Walls of the Cities, which were bu- 
ried in open Fields before. 

And Aylet Sammes (b) further tells us, That Cu- 
bert the Fenth Archbiſhop of Canterbury, from St. Au- 
ſtin, Auno 798, procured the Privilege from the Pope, 
to have Church-Yards for Interrment. And Dr. Inert 
(c) acknowledges, That the Antient Cuſtom of the 
Engliſʒ Church, which never ſuffer'd the Bodies of 
Chriſtians to be buried in Churches was chang'd, and 
the Burial in Churches introduced in the htter End of 
the Eighth Century, about the Year 794. And even 
ſo late as Auno 1076, in the Reign of William the 

weror, the Council held at Wincheſter under Lan- 
frank. Archbiſhop of Canterbury, forbid the Burial in 
Churches by the 9th Canon. () 


(2) Bal. HP. p. 3. Sir Richard Baker. 

5 Sammes Boar? Antiq. p. 214. Godwin t. . 
Pr. Inett Hiſt, Eccl. Lib. I. cap. 13. p. 225. 

600 Ibid. Vol. 2. c. 2. P. 39. | 
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The Concluſion of the Firſt Part. 


ROM what has been ſaid it appears, 
> aw C&: that by univerſal Conſent of all Nati- 
Fs ons, and at all Times, and in all Places, 
13 EF: however different in Religion and other 
REAC: Cuſtoms, yet all agreed in this Parti- 
n cular, that the Dead ought not to be 
buried in Cities, Towns, or any inhabited Places, 'much 
leſs in Temples, Churches, and Places of Holy Worſhip. 
It appears alſo, that the Cuſtom of burying in Ci- 
ties aches now in Uſe, is new, and unknown 
to the firſt Ages; and that it may be truly faid, from 
the Beginning it was not ſo. And it appears further, 
j that the Saying of St. Cyril (a) to the Gentiles may be 
EE retorted upon us Chriſtians ; namely, that the Temples 
of the Gentiles were only beautiful Monuments of dead 
Men, but how truly may it be ſaid of the Chriſtian 
Churches, the Temples of the living God, that they 
are common Graves and loathſome Receptacles of cor- 
rupted Corpſes : It may be worth our while, there- 
fore, to trace whence this Cuſtom ſo contrary to the 
Practice of all Mankind aroſe, and what might be the 
Cauſes of ſo indecent- a Cuſtom ; and this will be the | 
Subje& of the next Chapter. 5 . 
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(a) Cyril Lib. 10. contra Fulian. 
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Of the Original Cauſes of Burying in 
| Churches. 


N ſearching for the Cauſes and Rea- 
A ſons of this Cuſtom of burying in 
Churches, ſo contrary 1 uni- 
verſal Cuſtom of Mankind, I would 
N not ſeem to reflect either on the 
P AG the Prudence or Piety of our Fore- 
SS =-©#" fathers, but only endeavour to find 
out the Truth. = £7 : 

And for what appears to me the true Cauſes and Rea- 
ſons of this Cuſtom of burying in Churches were, 


Fiſt 


"38" Primitive Chriſtians © Cnar. If 


Firſt, Pride and Ambition. 
Secondly, Superſtition and Error. 
Thirdly, Gain and Lucre: | 


And I hope, I ſhall- make this a beyond Con- 
tradiction to — * alſo. WT. 


LES 
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Primitive C. hriſtians meet in the Graves. 


>: UT before I come to theſe Particulars, I 
2 muſt obſerve, that the primitive Chriftians 
when they were perſecuted by the Gentiles, 
RE and not allowed to meet in any Place to 
worſhip their God and SAVIOUR, they 
would aſſemble 2 together in the Night as 
rivate as poſſible; but thoſe Nightly Meetings being 
Gi covered, and miſrepreſented by the Accuſers, and 
miſconſtructed by the Magiſtrates, as tending to Re- 
bellion ; the pious Chriitians, rather than neglect 
their Duty. to God, and their Redecmer, would ſteal 
into thoſe vaſt (4) Vaults and Cæmeteries under 
Ground, and there meet together, and perform all the 
Dunes of Holy Worſhip, pray, preach, adminiſter the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, . and keep Councils 
too. 
This was of Neceſſity, the Rage of their Enemies 
would not ſuffer them above Ground, and therefore 


| 
| 


A — — 


a) Bingham Orig. Eccl. Vol. 3. Lib. S. cap. 1. Sect. 9. 


they 
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they took their Refuge under Ground, and fled for 
Safety among (a) the Dead: Nay, fo great was the 
Rage of Perſecution, that the Heathen Emperors drove 
the Chriſtians away from their Burial-Places, took them 
away from them to prevent their meeting there, and 
whenever the Perſecution ſlacked their Czmeteries were 
reſtored to them. (6) | | 
But in the Time of Conſtantine (c) the Great, Ano 
312, there was a perfect Change of Affairs, and they 
who were forced lately to lurk in ſubterraneous Ca- 

verns to perform their Worſhip, had now the Favour 
granted them of building ſtately Churches both upon 
the Area of their Cæmeteries, and within the Cities, 
and had Bunal-Places alotted- them without the Walls 
at a convenient Diſtance from the Churches; and we 


do not find that they ever returned to thoſe Charnek 


Houſes again. And many Years paſsd before ſuch 
Thoughts ever entred in their Hearts, as to bury in 
their Churches : But when Popery brought in Super- 
ſtition the remote Cæmeteries were forſaken, and Per- 
ſons of all Degrees would be buried in the Churches. 
So that for theſe many Ages the Places of Chriſtian 
Worſhip have been a Charnel-Houſe again; not out 
of neceſſity, as was the Caſe of the firſt Chriſtiam, 
but out of a fooliſh Superſtition which Popery firſt 
began, and which Püree in fo conſiderable a 
Succeſhon of Time has not been able to root out of 


the Minds of Men. (4) 


(a) Conſtit. Apoſt. Lib. 1. cap. 29. Apol. Athanas. 

(b) Euſebius Eccleſ. Hiſt. Lib. 6. cap. 13. Lib. 7. cap. 11. 
(c) I&d. Lib. 10. 
(d) Dr. Nichols on tbe Burial- Office. 
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ND now more particular, the firſt Cauſe 


| 4 of burying in Churches, I humbly con- 


ceive to have been PRIDE and AM- 
„ BITION: And I hope I fail nor 
of due Charity to aſſert, that Pride was 
| the firſt Reaſon of burying in Churches; 
for thoſe Emperors who firſt gave Liberty to Chriſti- 
ans to build Churches, and _ themſelves built mag- 


nificent Temples, they alſo raiſed thoſe Churches as 


Monuments to their own Pride; in ſome Meaſure, I 
ſay, to their own Pride, as well as to Divine Service. 
The firſt Chriſtian Emperor Conſtantine (a) though 
he could not deſire to be buried in the Church (which 
was then a Thing unheard of ) yet he was reſolved 
to lye as near to the Church as poſſible, and was ac- 


cordingly buried in the Porch of the great Church at 


Conſtantinople, which he had moſt magnificently built, 
Ammo 337, to the Honour of the Twelve Apoſtles, 
not excluding his own. And St. Chryſoſfom (b) per- 
haps, with as great, or greater Pride, inſults the Em- 
peror, when he ſays, that it was a great Honour done 
to Conſtantine, that he was permitted to be buried at 
the Door of the Temple, and to be Porter to the Fiſh- 
ermen. For (6) that the Apoſtles in their Deaths were 
more honourable than all the Princes of the Earth, 


(a) Euſeb. Vit. Conſt. | 
(b) Chryſoſt. Hom. 66. ad pop. Antioch. 
| (c) Idem Tom. 5. pag. 839. 
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-becauſe even at Rome, the Royal City, Emperors, Con- 
ſuls, and Generals, ſhewed their Reſpect, and paid 
their Veneration at the Sepulchres of Fiſhermen and 
Tent- makers: And at ' Conſtantinople, it was thought 
Honour ſufficient for an Emperor to be buried not in 
the Place where the Apoſtles lay, but in the Porch of 
the Temples built to their Names and Honour. 
Conſtantine having led the Way, other Emperors ſoon 
followed that great Example. And ſo we find, that 


Emperor Theodoſus the Great, Auno 395, was alſo bu- 


ried in the fame Porch of the Church at Conſtautinople; 
and his Son, Emperor Arcadius, not many Years after, 
Anno 407. in the fame Place. e ee 

It is but natural to think, that when the Emperors 
were deſirous to be buried in the Church-Porch, other 
Perſons of the next Quality would ſtrive to lye as near 
the Church as poſſible, for Men of. Quality and Wealth 
are always emulous to imitate their Princes; and as they 
had the Honour of the Royal Preſence when hving, 
they eſteem'd it their Honour to lye near them when 
dead; and this was the firſt Reaſon of having large 
Courts and Yards about Churches. Ut 

When Princes and Nobles had claim'd this Privilege, 
the Clergy, the Men of Holy Orders, tl immediate 
- Servants of the Temple laid in their Claim alſo, and 


imitated the Princes who were buried in the Church- + 


Porch : For in our own Hiſtory (a) we find, that 
an Archbiſhop of Canterbury had not been buried within 
the Church, but that the Porch was full with fix of 
his Predeceſſors that were buried there before, and thet 
even in the End of the Seventh Century. 0 
But in other Countries, long before that Time, the 
Clergy ventured one Step further, and would lye with- 
in the Walls of that Church when dead, where they 
had officiated when living. The Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Monks pretended a Right to the Churches ſuperiour to 


(a) By. Godwin's Life of Theodore, Archbiſhop of Canterbur;e 
F | that 
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_ that of Princes, and choſe the principal Places for them. 
ſelves there, and excluded all others from being buried 
there; and kept the Power of diſpenſing ſuch a Fa- 
Your in their own. Hands, and ſoon made their Claim 
a Law; for ſo the (a) Cannon-Law ſays, That only 
Biſhops, Abbots and Presbyters ſhould be buried in 


the Churches, and ſuch Laymen only as they ſhould 


- approve ß. 


Buch was the Emulation of the Clergy at char Time, 


. Tipreſume to call it Emulation; and I believe I do 


not hit much beſide the Mark: For, if we do but 


conſider how ſoon the Clergy (after God gave the 
Churches Reſt from Perſecution, and they enjoyed 


Peace; when Kings were become the nurſing Fathers, 


and the Crown ſũbmitted to the Croſs, and Princes 
ador d the Crucify' d Saviour, and ſmib d upon, and 


encourag' d his Miniſters: How ſoon, I fay, the 
\\Clergy ) abus'd thoſe Favours, and valu'd eu 
for the Prieſthood magnifying that Honour to the 
Heavens, and extolling themſeclves above all Mankind; 


and that the Power of the Prieſthood, if not exceed- 


ing, was equal to the Power of Princes. 


That ſuch was the Pride and Ambition of the Ko- 


man Clergy in the fifth, ſixth, and following Centu- 


ries, every one knows that knows any thing of Church- 


- Hiſtory, (6) and is too well known to ſtand in Need 
of further Confirmation. | 2 
The Ambitious Prelates, therefore, could not lo 


ſee Princes entomb'd · in Churches, and themſelves ani 


their Brethren ſhut out, and carried out of the Walls 
of the Cities, in no wiſe; but if Princes would ven- 


ture to lye in the Porch, they would (and without 


Preſumption too) venture into the Body of the Church, 
and make their Graves at the very Altar. 


* 


(a) Nullus mortuus intra Eccleſiam ſepeliatur, niſi Epiſcop! 
aut Abbati, aut digne Presbyteri, vel fidelis Laici. 2. 2. c. 18. 
(% Binnius. ä | „ 
* © Inet's Hiſtory of the Engliſh Church, 
Howel, | 
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That the Clergy claim'd a Right to be buried in 
the Churches themſelves, and diſpoſe of that Privilege 
to others for ſuch Reaſons as ſhould move them there 
unto; appears from that very Council before cited of 
Tribur, amo 895; for that Council was not altoge- 
ther againſt burying in Churches, but they were re. 
folved to keep the Laity out, alledging, as a Reaſon 
of that Decree, (a) that the Ground being conſecrated 
was not to be polluted by Laymen. 
PRINCE S and EC CLESIASTICKS 


\ having thus got into the Churches, the L AIT Y 


thought themſelves hardly us'd, if they ſhould be e. 
cluded, they faw no Reaſon why they might fiot 
obtain the fame Favour, they thought that all Men 
were equaF in the Grave, that Death was the mighty: 
Leveller; and if they were allowed to be Partakers of 
the Benefit of the Church when living, they knew 
no Reaſon why they ſhould be excluded when dead: 
They look d upon themſelves as God's People, as well 
as Princes and Clergy; and that for the Sake of the 
People both Princes and Clergy were appointed, afid 
their Offices inſtituted by Almighty God; they 
thought the Prieſts took too much upon them, that 
all the Congregation was holy, and therefore pleaded 
for the fame Liberty and Privileges of Burial - Places 
in Churches and Church-Yards as others had. 
The greateſt and wealthieft began firſt, and were 
admirted accordingly ; and if Friendſhip could. not 


| purchafe that Favour, there was a Something elſe would, 


namely, ſome courteous Obligation which never meets 
with a Denyal ; for Gratitude is a juſt Debt, and bur 
a reaſonable Return: And therefore the Council of 
Voiſon pradently provided, Aue 442, that no Graves 
ſhould be fold (6) in Churches, and that nothing 


(a) Nullus Laicus in Ecclefla ſepeliatur, Can. 17. 
(b) De ſepulturis & hominibus ſepeliendis mhil muneris exi- 
gam; niſi forte qui ſepeliatur, vivens, juſſerit Eccleſiæ, in cu- 


jus atrio ſepelitur, Can. 3. | 
Ear F 2 ſhould 


\ 
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ſhould be demanded for burying in Churches, but that 


that ſhould be kindly received, which any Perſon ſhould 


ueath to the Clergy by laſt Will, as a Le for 
_ buried in the Church or Chulch- Vd. They 
would not be ſuſpected of ſelling Graves, they ſcorn'd 
to be brib'd for the Permiſſion, but to be oblig'd by 
the irreſiſtible Charm and Influence of a Legacy, that 
went down well enough. And therefore our (a) Laws 
decreed, that no Layman. ſhould be permitted: to be 
buried in Churches but ſuch as had merited by good 
Life, whereof the Clergy were to be Judges; and 
what that good Life ſignify'd is eaſily interpreted. 


(a) Spelman V. 1. 451. C. 29. Docemus etiam ut nemo 
uempiam in Eccleſia ſepeliat, quem non conſtat ex vite probitate 
Deo placuiſſe ut ex eo judicetur hujuſmodi ſepultura dig nus. 
And Ibid. 591. Nemo in Eccleſia ſepeliatur, niſi fonte talis 
fit perſona ſacerdotis aut cujuſlibet juſti hominis qui per Vite 
meritum, talem vivendo ſuo corpori defuncto locum adquiſivit. 


A Second 


— 
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Second Cauſe of Burying in Churches was 
SUPERSTITION and ERROR, 
T is certain, that the Devil, the E- 
nemy to all Righteouſneſs, always op- 
pos'd the Goſpel of Chriſt, and en- 
deavour'd to, deter Men from the 
@Y| Profeſſion of that Holy Religion by 
lA MAS | Perſecutions, or betray Men into Er- 
PUN rors contrary to the Truth of that 
5 Religion, by Hereſies: The for- 
mer, namely Perſecution, proved vain, for the Blood 


— 


of the Martyrs was the Seed of the Church; but the 
latter, Herefies, and Schiſms, were the ſurer Bait, eaſier 
ſwallowed, and of more fatal Conſequence; falſe Doc- 
trines crept apace into the Church, and many of the 

eateſt Saints were tainted with them. And ſuch was 
even the Depth of Satan's Cunning, that he caus'd 
Men to err, and be betray'd by the very Gifts of 
Grace deſign d by Providence for Edification, and not 
for Deſtruction, namely, the Miracles and Wonders 
that were done ar. the Sepulchres of the Martyrs in 
the primitive Times. 

For that many Miracles were perform'd, even by 
the dead Bodies and Relicks of Chriſtian Martyrs 1s 
moſt certain, and I might produce ſeveral Inſtances 
from the firſt and — Antiquity beyond Excep- 
tion; but, ro be brief, I ſhall ſumm up all the argu- 

mentative Part, in the Words of St. Cyril of Jonſe 

N : en. 
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lem, (a) Anno z 0 “ The Dead Man who was 
« thrown into the Tomb of Eliſha, when he touch d 
| «the Dead Bade * the Prophet reviv'd; and the 
« Dead Body the Prop ra did the Office of a 
6 Rving Soul, and that which had no Life; gave Life 
ee to him that was departed, itſelf yet continu 
« mong the Dead: And why fo? Leſt if Eſha 
& ſhould have riſen, it might have been attributed On- 
« ly to his Soul; and to er" that in the Ab- 
ec ſence of the Soul, there is great Virtue in the Bo- 
« dies of the Saints, becauſe of thoſe Sotils that fo 
“ long inhabited and actuated thoſe Bodies. Nor let 
« us Tondly diſtruſt the Truth, as if this could not 
ec be; for if Handkerchiefs and Aprons being with- 
cc out the Body when -touch'd 5 the Sick, freed: 
cc them from their Infirmities, how much more might 
« the Relicks of the Prophet raiſe the Dead ? 
And as for Matter of Fact, St. Auſtin gives us ſe- 
veral Inſtances of thoſe ſtupenduous Productions. And 
the Hiſtory of St. Babylas, Biſhop, of Antiorh;- who 
was martyr d, Anno 252, and bete in the Daphnæan 
Suburb of that City, his Bones ſi lencing the. Oracle 
of Apollo an Hundred Years aſter, mentioned by (c) 
Ruſfinus, (d) Theoderet, (e) N (F) Br 
and other Chriſtians; and alſo by (g) Libanius . 
(h) Marcellinus, Heathen Writers, 25 by (i) 
lian the Apoſtate himſelf, is moſt. vey: of Oblers 
vat ion. | 


= (a) PILL C. 18. | 
(6) Auſtin Civitate Dei, Lib. 23. cap.” 18. 
(c) Ruffin, Hf, Lib. 10. cap. 35. 
(d) Theod. Lib. 3. cap. 9, 10. 
(ie) Sozom. Lib. 5. cap. 18, ot; 
(J) Socrat, Lib. 3. cap. 16. 'B 
(g) Liban. Orat. de Templ. 5. 185, Fino 360. 
Marcell. Hip. Lib. 22. Anno 380. 
&) Julian. Imp. Miſopog. p. 96, Anno 360. 


See Dr. Cave Apoſt. Vit. Babyl. pag. 247 - 
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It would ſwell theſe Pages Deſign to 
enlarge on this Sttbject. ” i d — — 
with the Words of (a) Hidore the Peluſiot, in Anfwer 
to the Gemile Detractators. If any Man be offend- 
cc ed that we honour the Duſt. of the Bodies of the 
» 6c, Martyrs, for their eat Love to God, and admi- 
6 rable Conſtancy in the Faith, let him ask thoſe that 
* have been cured thereby, and underſtand to how 
be many Diſeaſes it has brought Remedy; fo ſhalt thou 
cc not only not deride hat we do, but be encouraged 
te to imitate us.“ 

J muſt add, that this great Truth is acknowledged 
by that learned and modeſt Writer among Proteſlants, 
(6b) Hierome'' Zanchy, who ſays, “ That the primi- 
tc tive Votaries - uſed to meet at the Tombs' of the 
C Martyrs on the Anniverſaries of their Sufferi 
gc where God wrought many Miracles, to te 
. that thoſe his Servants were in Heaven, and to * 

&« gage others to the like Reſolution; and the Chriſ- 
e tians paid a Veneration to their Relicks. 

Now, though I freely confeſs myſelf to ae 
this, yet I as freely acknowledge, that I cannot be- 
lieve all thoſe Scandalous Lies and Impoſitions which 


the Roman Legends have impoſed upon the World, 


wh they have deluded the People, and drawn 
3 firſt, * E Adoration 
of the Relicks, and pretended Relicks of the Saints. 
In the primitive Times, theſe Miracles, as Acts of 
Divine Grace, were intended only for the Living, for 
the healing of Diſeaſes of the Body, and curing In- 
fidelity of the Mind: But afterwards, when 2 


(a) Iſidor. Peluſ. Lib. 1. Ep. 55. nn. 


Mag na & in exiguo Sanctorum Pulvere Vitus. 
Paul. Natal. 9. S. Fælic. p. 665. 


(5) Zanch. de Redempt. Lib. I, cap. 13. Th. 1. Pag. 304. 
Edit. Neoſtad, aue 1597. 


ſtition 


48 Sußperſtition another Reaſon of Chap. II. 
Pition prevail'd, and had inverted the Deſign of theſe 
Acts of Grace, the Deluding Prieſts were reſolved to 
make the moſt of them, and perſwaded the People, 
that theſe Relicks had Influence on Body and Soul, 
both of the Living and of the Dead; of the Living, 
to ſtrengthen their Faith, and cure them of their In- 


firmities; and of the Dead, to felicitate the Souls de- | 
N parted, and to prepare the Body for a more glorious | 
| and happy Reſurrection : And therefore theſe Relicks | 
4 were, by Command of (a). Gregory the Great. Biſhop 
i of Rome, Anno 590, brought into the Churches, and ' 
| ſet up in the moſt Solemn Manner, enſhrined in Caſes 
| of | Gold; ſometimes ſet up upon the Altar, or over c 
= che Altar, and generally under the Altar, which made c 
| living Men flock towards the Altars, and bury their \ 
4 Dead there, in Hopes both might receive, ſome Benefit q 
1 from them. N en 7 BO Srl, H 
3 . Nay, the Biſhops themſelves carried on this Im- | 
i] | poſture to the greateſt Degree, and promoted the Su- 9 
i perſtition for the Sake of Lucre ; for ſome . Spaniſh p 
1 Biſhops in their Proceſſions cauſed the Relicks of Saints tl 
a to be hung about their own' Necks, - and being thus 0 
þ adorned, were carried in Chairs by their Deacons to tl 
& i be ſhewn to the People: And the Biſhops, after the tc 
1 Manner of Mountebanks, expoſed the Relicks for tl 
0 Cure of all Diſeaſes of Body and Mind, and made no d 
3 ſmall Gain by them; for a Touch, or a Kiſs of them, th 
i" could not be obtained without a valuable Conſidera- th 
1 tion by the common People. This Practice was for- VE 
\F bid as ſcandalous, by the Council of Bracar, Ammo R 
| | 675, Can. 6. 2 - 12503 10 : 
| The ſecond (6) Council of Nice Decreed, That in 
4 fuch Churches as had been conſecrated without Re- ſox 
| licks, ſhould have Relicks depoſited there, with So- 
| lemnity of publick Prayer: But further, that no k 
6 (a) Greg. Ep. Lib. 9. Ep. 717. NY A075Y ( 
} | (b) Sec. Concil. Nic. Can, 4. Anno 787. An 
Fi 
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Churches for the future ſhould be conſecrated with- 
out Relicks; and that Biſhops preſuming to conſe- 


crate without Relicks ſhould be depoſed. . A Doc- 


trine, that in Time let 2 Thouſand Superſtitions into 
the Church, and open'd the Way to infinite Frauds 


and Impoſtures; and ſuch as the Bleſſed Saints them- 


ſelves; if they have any Knowledge of the State of 
Things below, could not but ol upon with the 
utmoſt Deteſtation and Abhorrence. (a): 
But that theſe Relicks might be made beneficial to 
the Dead as well as the Living; the Doctrines of 
Merits, Works of Supcreiogation, Purgatory, Inter- 
ceſſion of Saints, and the Invocation of Saints there- 
on were invented, and introduced at, and about that 
very Time; for, theſe Doctrines were neceſſary to 
obtain thoſe Ends, namely, to gull the People of their 
Money. 7 h 


The People, therefore, being perſ* waded by the Cle 


gy, and being willing to believe, that the Saints de- 
parted had a Love for the Saints here below, and that 
they pray'd for the Converſion of Sinners, and inter- 
ceeded for them in Heaven; and that their Remains, 
their Bones and Aſhes had Virtue to do as much Good 
to the dead Bodies of Men, as their Spirits could ta 
the Souls of Men; the Sacred Relicks were as gree- 
dily ſought for, for the Good of the Dead, as ever 
they had been for the Living before; and thereupon” 
the neareſt Grave to the Altar was eſtezmed the moſt 
_—_— and conſequently, to be purchaſed at any 

ate. 985 . 

Add to this, that the Poctrine of the MASS was 
invented much about the fame Time, (6) or followed 
ſoon after, to compleat the Cheat, that is, to bring 


(a) Dr. Inett's Hiſtory of the Church of Eng land, Lib. 1. 


cp. 13. pag. 218. 


(LY By the Council of Nice, Anno 785. Paſ h . Rathbert,' 
Anno 844. | 
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SUPERSTITION to its Zenith, and perfect the 
Deſign of enriching the Coffers of the POPE and 
CLERGY. And this MASS (a) being expreſly 
defin'd to be a Propitiatory Sacrifice for the Dead as 
well as the Living; the Souls of the departed were 
not only the better for them, but the Bodies alſo, be- 
ing thereby the better prepared for a glorious Reſur- 
* : And therefore, thoſe Places where, or near 
to which the Maſs was celebrated, were preferable to 
all other, and no Coſt was to be ſpared for the ob- 
taining ſo great a Benefit. ; 


(a) Anno 780, Grezory's Maſs was introduced in the Stead 
f Ambroſe, Concil, Trid. Seſſ. 22. de Sacr. Mif. 


A Third 


NRC 


2 
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A Third 4 Re eaſon of Burying in chor Was 
—..., GAIN and LUCKRE. 


= OR Intereſt is a prevailing Charm, 
f what does it not. tempt Men to? TI 
hall not need to inſiſt much on this 
Point, becauſe this very Particular has 
S = in ſome Degree, been touch'd at be- 
fore: I ſhall only obſerve, that the 
Council of Voiſon ſhew'd a great deal 
of Willingneſs to make a Penny of 

the people s Credulty, although they would not be 
ſeen in it; they liked the LU CRE, but diſliked 


the Name; and therefore Graves ſhall not be ſold, 
but a Handſome Legacy ſhall not be refuſed neither. 


And ſo what firſt was a Donation, afterwards became 


a Price; (4) what was firſt a Gift, was then a De- 
mand ; and a Rate was afterwards made according 
to che Dignity of the Perſons, or the Site of the 
Ground, with Laws and Injunctions to enforce the 
Demands. 

In Charles the Greats Time, Anno 771, the ( b) 
Monks, who were ever forward in all the Grimaces 
and Appearances of Holineſs, which were likely ro charm 
the People, and to acquire Wealth, ran up and down 
with the Bones, and other Relicks of the Saints, and 
under that Umbrage of this Kind of Zeal, uſi ing all 
indirect Means to gain Wealth to chemſclves, inſomuch 


(a) Dr. Comber, Part 4. on the Burial f the Dead. 
(5% Dr, Inett, Part 1. Chap. 13. Engl. Hiſt. pag. 219. 
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that the Emperor took Notice of it, and forbid it: 
(4) And this they did, in Order to get the Burial 
of the Dead within their Cloiſters, that they might 
have the Benefit of the Oblations. (6) Thence we 
hear in the middle Ages, both here in England, and 
Abroad, ſo much of Mortuaries, Oblations, Corſe- 


Preſents, Gifts, Symbola Anime, and Pecunia Sepulchya- 


lis, all which were firſt voluntary, but were after- 
wards enforced ; for we have a Decree of Simon Me- 
pham, (c) Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Amo 1328. in 
The Third Year of the Reign of King Eduard the 
Third, < That they who endeavour to reduce Ob- 
cc [ations to a certain {ſmall Sum, are denounced Ex- 
&« communicate by the greater Excommunication til 
they make Satisfaction. And what heavy Burdens 
the Clergy laid on the People in this Land for Obl:- 
tions, Mortuaries, and Fees for Burials, even to the 
Impoveriſhing of them, may be ſeen in the Biſhop of 
Lincoln's (d) Codex. | | 
* I ſhall end this Chapter, with the Obſervation of 
Platina, if his Authoriry may be relied upon, That 
after Charles the Great, and the ſucceeding Emperors 


\ 
- 


had confer d Wealth and Authority upon the Biſhops 


of Rome, and had raiſed Prelates to the Grandeur and 


State of Princes, that the Biſhops and Clergy became 


the moſt ambitious and avaritious of all Men: And 
from the Year 885, the Papacy fell into the Hands of 
Men fo prodigiouſly wicked, as are no-where elſe to 
be found in any r—_ of the World; and that the 
Conduct and Maxims of the Clergy were only to com- 
mand Wealth, and make themſelves Maſters of the 


Treaſures of all the Princes in Europe. 


(a) Capii. Carol. M. Concil. Tom. 7. Col. 1186. 
 (b) Gibſon's Codex, Tit. 23. c. 2, p. 542 © 
(c) Ibid. Tit. 30. c. 10. p. 739. 
(a) 1bid, Tit. 30. Co I'Yo 


Cap. H. | burying in Churches. e 


| This made Corr ade, Abbot of Urſperg, Anno I2 15.5 4 
cry out, (a) © Rejoyce, Mother Rome, becauſe the 


« Cataracts of Wealth are opened on the Earth, that 7 
« Rivers of Money may flow in great Plenty upon if 


c thee; Rejoyce over the Iniquities of the Sons of 
« Men, which bring in ſo much Profit to thee; Re- 
« joyce over the Diſcords broke out of Hell ro heap | 
« Money upon thee: Now thou haſt what thou 73 
« vert ever greedy of; Now triumph, becauſe thou | 
« haſt conquered the World, not by thy Religion, 
« but by the Wickedneſs of Men; for it is not 
C Conſcience or Devotion, but Strife and Wickedneſs 
« which bring Men to Rome. 5 


(a) Gaude Mater noſtra Roma, quoniam aperiuntur Cata- 
rate Theſaurorum in terra, ut ad te confluant rivi & aggeres 
Nummorum in magna copia : Latare ſuper iniquitate filiorum 
hominum, quoniam in recompenſationem tantorum Malorum da- 

tur tibi precium: Focundare ſuper Adjutrice tua Diſcordia, quia 
erupit de puteo Infernalis Abyſſi, ut accumulentur tibi multa pe- 
cuniarum premia. Hazes quod ſemper ſitiſti; decanta Canti- 
cum; quia per malitiam hominum, non per tuam Religionem 
Orbem viciſti; ad te trahit homines non ipſorum Devotio, aut 
pura Conſcientia, ſed ſcelerum multiplicium perpetratio, & li- 


Fe n 


ö tuum deciſio pretio comparata. Urſperg. Chron. pag. 307. 
| Edit. Baſil, Anno 1569. „ 
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Of the Indecency and Dangerous Conſequences 


of Burying the DEAD in Churches and 
Chaurch-1ards. 


EA COME now to the Third Par- 
t ticular, to prove the Indecency of 
N N in Churches, in Reſpect 


to God, and the Inconvenience, 


eM K 
iin Reſpect to Men. 

The Indecency is, in Reſpect 
to God; the Church is his Houſe, 
| and is not to be prophaned, nor 
polluted ; the Light of Nature, as well as Revclation, 
teaches us, to keep the Place of Divine Worſhip = 

| | | an 


- 
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and undefiled, and by God's own Precepts they have 
been deem'd to be prophaned, by having the Car- 
caſſes of the Dead brought there; except we can be- 
lieve, that the Carcaſſes of the Dead which polluted 
the Temples before, can give them Conſecration now, 
which is inverting the Nature of Things; and yet 
ſuch was the Superſtition of Popery, that they forbid 
any Churches to be conſecrated, but what had Relicks 
of Saints, or pretended Relicks of Saints in them. But 
of this we have ſpoke before in Pages 15. and 48. 
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Health Life endanger d by Burying in 


Churches. | 


PIERS H E bad Conſequences of this Practice are 
in Regard to the Livi for it is an 
2891 r Truth, that ad A, Corruption of 
Dead Bodies interr'd in Churches may be 
communicated to the Living; and that 
many dangerous and fatal Diſtempers may 
be mb from the Effluvia of the Dead by ſecrer 
Communication, although the Stench be not perceived 
by the Noſtrils. 

This Reaſon the Gentiles gave why the Dead were 
to be buried away from the Community of the Liv- 
ing, namely, that the Cities and inhabired Places might 
not be infected by them. (4) And Pliny (b) ſpeak- 

of the Antient Way of burning the Dead, fays, 
T at they conceived, that by burning the Dead Bo- 
dies they avoided the Infection that might be cauſed 
in the Air by the Putrefaction of buried Carcaſſes. 
And truly this was the Reaſon of God's Care, this 
the End of thoſe ſeveral Laws relating to Purity, cited 
Page 12. It was not a meer Ceremonial Purity which 
God aimed at by thoſe Injunctions, no, God in his 
great Wiſdom and Goodneſs had an * to the Life, 


(a) See Page 20. 
(6) Plin. Lib. 7. * 54. 
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and Repard to the Health of his People; and thoſe 
Laws of God were grounded on the Foundation of 
Nature, which we are now to conſider. | 
It cannot be denied that human Nature has a very 
great Power and Influence over its own Species, from 

the Identity of Nature, being all of the fame Blood, 
may, this Power of Nature is ſo great, that a more 
healthy and ſtrong Comtution may communicate Health 
and Strength to another that is feeble (a) and weak; and 
dailyExperience convinces us of this Operation of Nature: 
Neither is this a, new Diſcovery, for certainly this was 
the Caſe of David, who being decrepid and feeble, was 
cheriſhed by a Virgin that lay in his Boſom. () And 
of what Benefit a hail young wet Nurſe has been to 
4 conſumptive = Conſtitution many have 
happily experienced. „ | n 
So in like Manner, every Perſon has the Law of 
Death and Power of Corruption in his Body alſo : 
Whence we find, that Perſons in a languiſhing con- 
ſumptive Condition, may, and do communicate that 
Corruption to others alſo with whom they converſe; 
if their Natures be not ſtrong enough to withſtand 
and overcome the Infection. Thence we ſee alſo, that 
young Children lying with Aged People look pale 
and wan, are ſickly and pine, becauſe the Aged draw 
from them their Heat and Vigour, and transfuſe into 
them the Decays of their Nature, and therefore that 
Cuſtom ought to be avoided as moſt pernicious to 
The Power and Influence of humane Bodies are 
great, not only. on their own Species, but on other. 

odies alſo; for daily Experience tells us, that Coral 
or Amber wore on a Woman's Breaſt, looks more 
bright or dull, more vivid or languid, according to the 
different Degrees of her Health. 


Anno 1717. 


: (a Sydenham Chap. 4. pag. 27. Edition of Pechy, 
(b) 3 Kings, 2. | 
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The Effluvia or Steams from our Bodies are conti- 
nually flowing, and hang in the Air about us, and 
are communicated to others that are near us; and ac- 
cording as the Body 1s healthy or unhealthy, they are 
noxious or innoxious. And this is the Foundation of 
all Contagious Diſtempers, ſuch as Plague, Small-Pox, 


Bloody-Flux, Itch, Spotted-Fever, and the like ; and 


the EHuvia from Perſons thus afflicted may be re- 
ceived by Healthy Perfons by the- Noſtrils, by the 
Mouth, or the very Pores of the Body, and the 
very Diſtemper communicated by them. “ For [| fays 
(a) Dr. Quincy, „ When a Perſon is ill of a ma- 
« lignant Fever, as ſar as any Effluvia do exhale from 
*« that Perſon, ſo far he may be ſaid to have round 
« him a contagious and poiſonous Atmoſphere, be- 
c cauſe there tranſpire from him ſuch Particles, as 
cc will excite in other Animals, of like Conſtitution, 
« the ſame fermentative Motion, as thoſe to which 
ce they owe their Original.” And this is what is 
called CONTAGION 3 For, according to 
Phyſicians (5) Contagion is a Defilement going forth 
from a fick Body, whereby a like Sickneſs is com- 
municated to another Body that is qualified to receive 
the fame. 2} . 

Whatever the Nature of that Defilement be, the 


Steam, the Effluvia, the (c) hib e, as Hippe- 


crates calls them; the Scent, the Exhalations which 
proceed from infected Bodies, they are the Cauſe of 
the ſame Malady in other Bodies; for they are of the 
Nature of Ferment, and when received into the Blood 
ſet it in a Fermentation, and produce the ſame Diſ- 
temper. 8 


(a) Quincy's Cauſe and Cure of Peſtilential Diſeaſes, p. 51. 
Anno 1721. 

b' Diemerb. de Peſtilen. Lib. 1. Cap. 10. Sect. 1. Con- 
tagiuni eft inquinamentum ab Mgroto Corpore exiens, quo (i- 
milis aſſectus alteri Corpori Analogo communicatur. 

(c) Hippocrates Lib. de Flat. 


And 
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And this Corruption, theſe Effſuvia come forth from 
Bodies afflicted by inſenſible Perſpiration through the 
Pores of the Skin; and by Sweat, by Breath, Spittle, 
Excrements, Pus from Ulcers, and the like: And in 
like Manner are received by the Noſtrils, the Breath, 
and the Pores of the Body. For, ¶ ſays Dr. (a) 
Hodges] the Peſtilential Miaſmata not only enter at 
« the largeſt Paſſages, but alſo through the Pores of 
ec the Skin, even to the whole nervous Syſtem, from 
« whence they are communicated to all other Parts.“ 
This 1s plain, let a Man wipe his Hands in the ſame 
Towel after another that has the Itch, the Diſtemper 
ſhall be coramunicated to him, as well as by lying in 
the ſame Sheets after him, or by being in Bed with 
him: Nay more, even the (&) Phtyſick may be 
communicated. © For the Leven of the Ulcer com- 
« municates its Malignity by the Breath and the Spittle, 
« which infects the Lungs of ſound People, and diſ- 
& poſes them to an Abſceſs and an Ulcer; for which 
c Reaſon we find ſeveral People, eſpecially Married 
4 Perſons, who give and receive this Diſcaſe from one 
cc another.” And every one knows that a Bloody- 
Flux may be caught by going to Stool on that ſame 
Place where the Excrements of ſuch a Patient have 
been caſt in before; for all Excrements partake (c) of 
the good or bad State of Health of the Perſon : And 
that J verily believe was the Reaſon of the Divine 
Command among the Fows, Deut. Xxiii. 12, 13, 14. 
Thou ſhalt have a Place alſo without the Camp, whither 
thou ſhalt go forth abroad, and thor ſhalt have a- Paddle 
upon thy Weapon ; and it ſhall be, hen thou wilt eaſe 
thyſelf abroad, thou ſhalt dig therewith, and ſhalt turn 
bach, and cover that which came from thee. God cer- 


(a) Hodges of the Plague, p. 93. Quincy's Edition, Anno 

(5) Biblio. Anatom. Vol. 2. pag. 635. 

c) Excremienta MÆgrorum cum ſint Contagioſa facile quoſcibet 
tranſeuntes inficiunt. Diemerbergr. Lib. 2. cad. 3. Caf. 5. 
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tainly conſulted the Health of his People by this Or- 
dinance, and not meer Ceremonial Purity only, but 
he had a merciful Regard to their Health, that in ſo 
hot a Country they might not infect each other by 
their Excrements. And from that Command, and the 
inſtin&t Law of Nature, the Antient Romaus (a) en- 
joyned, that at all Times the Streets of their City 
ſhould be kept clean, and that's the Reaſon that in 
Times of Infection our Phyſicians () adviſe, and our 
Magiſtrates order a more than ordinary Care, to have 
Streets kept clean from all Excremenits, Mixens, and 
other — wy * 

But what I chiefly inſiſt on is, that this Corruption 
cauſ:d by Diſtempers in human Bodics may, by theſe 
Effluvia, which 2 the Power (c) and Property of 
the Diſtempers in them, be carried through, the Air, 
and be conveyed to other Perſons at ſome Diſtance, 
though not (d) very great]. This is evident in E- 
pidemick Diſeaſes, and Times of Peſtilence, that even 
thoſe Perſons that ſhun the Sick, and avoid both their 
Houſes, and them that viſit them, and are careful of 
their Preſervation, are notwithſtanding viſited ; And 
whence 1s this ? but becauſe the Corruption hangs in 
(e) the Air, and is drawn into the Body by the Noſ- 
trils, and then cauſe the Head-Ach firſt, and next, E- 
pilepſies, Convulſions, and the like, before the Dif- 
temper diſcovers itſelf ; or elſe by the Mouth, and 
13 ſwallowed down with the Spittle, and (f) then cauſe 


(a) Lex Pamfinii F. C. Adiles non permittant, neque in 
platens ſtercora, aut ſordes projici, neque Cadavera, neque Cer- 
dones pellium ſordes abſtergere. 


* (b) Anno 1665, Advice of the College of Phyſicians at Lon- 


o 


don, Dr. Hodges, Page 206. 
. fc ' Efflavia Corporum Peſte laborantium continent ipſam ma- 
ligni inquinamenti Peſtilentis proprietatem, ac potentiam. Di- 
emerb. Lib. 1. cap. 10. Sect. 1. | 
* (4 Dr. Mead on the Plague, Anno 1720. 
(e) Diemerbrook Lib. 1. cap. 10, 11. de Peſt. Dr. Mead. 
Dr. Sydenham Sef, 2. cap. 2. pag. 59. Edit. 1717. 
(F) Dr. Mead. | | 
_ that 


Cnap. III. burying in Churches. 33 
that Nauſeouſneſs and Vomitings which diſcover the 
Infection: And therefore, all Perſons, and theſe e- 
ſpecially that tend, and come near the Sick are rightly 
adviſed to guard their Noſtrils, and by no Means to 
ſwallow their Spittle, but ſpit it out, leſt they ſwal- 
Jow that very Diſtemper others labour under, and re- 
ceive that Corruption, which may prejudice their Health, 
if por Gefirgy their Leves. | 
There is a very great Power in the Air to com- 
municate and ſet forward any Motion that is in it, or 
any Thing that hangs in it. This is generally illuſ- 
trated by a gentle Touch on the Trunk of a Tree 
not heard by thoſe that ſtand by, which notwith- 
| ſanding, gives a op Sound, and is eaſily heard b 
thoſe that are at the other End of the Tree thro 4 
that folid Body; or elſe, by the Experience of the 
ſofteſt Whiſper conveyed by the hollow Surface of a 
long Gallery at a very great Diſtance : And alſo, by 
two Lutes being ſcrewed to an equal Heighth, and 
an Hundred, or more Feet afunder; if any one be 
touch ' d, the other String that anſwers it ſhall ſpeak, 
though untouch'd, only by the trembling of the Air. 
And if a Bit of Paper, or Chaff, be laid on a String, 
touch the String & * other Lute which anſwers to 
It, and it will ſhake and caſt off its Burden. What 
inviſible Hand carries the Sound ? Tn the fame Man- 
ner, the Air communicates Diſtempers from one Body 
to another that is analogous, and of the ſame Conſti- 
tution; as we ſee one bleare Eye cauſes another to 
tear, and fo the Paſſions of the Mind are likewiſe rat - 
ſed for a laſcivious Eye will ſtir up that fame Paſſion 
in another. ; | 

What ſtrange Effects do we fee of Antipathy, or 
natural Repugnancy * Some Men have a natural Aver- 
ſion to ſome Creatures, and how quick does it work 

upon them _ the Air, they that have an An- 
tipathy to Cats, how ſoon are they ſenſible of them; 
and ſurpriſed when they come near them, although 
they ſee them not, and they be lock d up from them, 
| LEE through 
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thro the Miaſmata, or Particles that go forth from the 
Cat, and hang in the Air, and are drawn in by the Scent; 
they are uneaſy, ſweat, wax pale, and if they remove 
not away ſwoon. Now other Perſons know nothing 
of this, they are not concerned, and perhaps, may 
hugh at this ſecret Operation of Nature, this Anti- 
pathy; when perhaps, they themſelves may ſtartle, 
and their Blood chill (if they ſuffer not the fame 
Things) at the Sight of a Spider, a Mouſe, a Snake, 
or a Toad. | 
All what has been faid is, as yet, of Perſons living 

when the Infection is not arrived to the higheſt De- 

ree of Corruption or Fatality; but I come more 
+ M to my Purpoſe, and ſay, that the Danger of In- 
fection is {till greater, when the Corruption proceeds 
from DE AD BODIES, when the Corruption is at 
the higheſt, and fatal. + 7 

I very well know that Dead Bodies do. not pre- 
ſently ſend forth any Effluvia, but I am very ſure it 
is not long before they do, and when they corrupt 
and ſtink, thoſe Steems are fatal, and more or lefs ſo, 
according to the Diſtemper the Perſon dyed of. Di- 
emerbrook_(a) is of Opinion, that a Body dead of the 
Plague, while it is yet warm, is more infectious than 
it was when living, and illuſtrates it by a Candle, the 
Snuff of which 15 more offenſive when juſt blown - 
out than when burning. And he adds, that the Corpſe 
being quite cold is not infectious at all, but that 
when it corrupts, Which is not long, the Infection 
grows much greater; and: that is the Reaſon the Con- 
ragion ſpreads ſo violent where the Funerals of the 
Dead are delayed: As (5) Diodorus Siculus relates of 
Athens, and as we have 2 ſcen, Auno 1720, at 
Aarſcilles. And (c) Dr. Hodges tells us, that in the 


() Diemerbrook de Peſe, Lib. 2. cap. 3. Seck. 12. 
(b) Diodorus Siculus, Lib. 14. 
'c) Dr. Hodges's Loinologin, page 108. 


aft 
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laſt Peſtilence at London, Anno 1665, the very Carcal- 
ſes when dead would weep out, as it were, the mor- 
bous Ferment both through the cutancous Pores and 
the lachrymal Ducts of the Eyes. TS 

Theſe Effluvia from the Dead naturally tend to de- 
ſtroy the Life of others; and that is really the Rea- 
ſon Men naturally abhor the Sight or Touch of the 
Dead, the natural Spirit of Life is afraid of a Dead 
Body, and has an Abhorrence of it; for a Dead Body 
has a Scent, which is the Steam that comes from it, 
which is very difagreeable to Life, and that even of 
the pureſt Corps; but muſt be dangerous when the 
Body labour'd under any violent Diſtemper. From 
this natural Fear, humane Fleſh being dead, ſeems to 
be much colder to our Touch than any other Fleſh 
whatever, nay, even colder than Ice ſelf ; nay more, 
though a Dead humane Body be warmed before the 
Fire, yet at our Touch we ſhall perceive it cold; and 
this mn from a natural Terrour we have, our Spi- 
rits flying from its greateſt Enemy Death, and fearing 
ſome Corruption fatal might be communicated from the 
Dead to us. 

Theſe Effluvia of Dead Bodies, being received, cauſe 
an Infection, and upon the Infection the Spirit is 
ſcared, ſtarts back and hides itſelf, but ſtrikes a Ter- 
ror on the Imagination, which conſtantly works, and 
too often falls under the Burden of the Apprehenſion, 
and by fearing of Danger falls into Danger: And 
hence it is (a) that the moſt couragious and bold, in 
Times of Epidemick Diſtempers and Peſtilences eſcape, 
while the timerous and fearful fall an eaſy Prey to the 
Contagion. 

Powerful is the Influence which the Effluvia of the 
Dead have upon the Living; for inſtance, a Women 
dying of the Flux of the Loches, I ſpeak it with all 


(a) Sennertus Lib. de Peſte, C. 1. 
Diemerbrook Lib. 1. Cap. $. Secf. 9, 10. 


the 
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the World: If another Woman at the Time of her 


Purgation come near that Dead Body, Nature being 


open, ſhe may receive ſuch an Infection from her, 


namely, a continual Flux of Blood that ſhall bring 
her to her Grave: Nay, a Woman ſitting over the 
Grave et covered and cloſed up) where ſuch a 
Woman was buried may receive (Nature being open) 
the Infection; and if her Conſtitution be fo ſtrong 
as to reſiſt the Poiſon from working that Way, it may 
cauſe a contrary Evil, namely, a perpetual Stoppage, 


and thence Convulſions, Epilepſies, Vapours, Barren- 
fieſs, Miſcarriages, and Apoplexies. And I am per- 
ſwaded, that was a principal Reaſon why God prohi- 
bited Women at thoſe Times to come into the Con- 


not ſo much from any Indiſpoſition of their own, but 


from the Stenches they meet with there which have 


that Effect upon them, which work by the ſecret 


trils. 5 - 
Truly, the Stenches of Dead Bodies, when they 
in to corrupt, are exceeding hurtful to the Health 


of the Living, and deſtructive of Life too. And that 


I verily believe was the principal Reaſon why God 
would not ſuffer any Perſon that was executed to con- 


tihue unburied, Deut. xxi. Verſes 22, 23. If a Man 
have committed a Sin worthy of Death, and he be to be 


put to Death, and thou hang him upon a Tree, his Body 
ſhall not remain all Night upon the Tree, but thou ſhalt 
in any wiſe bury him that Day ( for he that is hanged is 


accurſed of God ) that thy be not defiled. God 
mercifully conſidered, that the Dead Bodies might ſoon 
corrupt in ſo hot a Country; God knew the fecret 


Powers of Nature, and his infinite Wiſdom underſtood 
that that Corruption might be of fatal Conſequence to 
the Living, and therefore, in Compaſſion to the Liv- 


ing, 


egation, that they ſhould not infect one ariother ; 
2 Page 12. And whence is it that ſo many Wo- 
men among us grow ſick and faint in the Churches, 


Way of Nature, although not perceptible by the Noſ- 
Us . 


rr 
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ing, he would prevent any Miſchief that might befall 
them from the Dead. 5 
How very contrary to this, is the Cuſtom among 
Chriſtians, of HANGING OFFENDERS 
in CHAINS, to drop from the Gallows: And 
I heartily wiſh, that our Governours, (and with all 
good Manners and Reſpect to them, and due Defe- 
rence to their high Station be it ſpoken) I heartily 
wiſh; that they would be pleaſed to conſider of what 
bad Conſequence this is, or may be. 4 
How many Perſons, eſpecially Women with Child; 
have been ſcared arid ſurprized at ſuch Spectacles; and 
how many have miſcarried through the abominable 
Scent they have received paſſing by thoſe Places where 
Malefactors hang. And of how bad Conſequence it 
might be, ſhould God viſit this Land with Epide- 
mick Diſtempers, or Peſtilence, when throug the 
Corruption of the Air, almoſt every Malady turns 
peſtilential, and every fœtid Stink receives the Poxſon, 
and becomes the Infection of the Plague. (4 
As for the End to deter others from the Offences, 
if the Execution do not that, neither will the Hang- 
ing in Chains; and Experience has taught us, that 
hardned Sinners have made a Joke of thoſe hanged up, 
and have not doubted either to rob under the Gal- 
lows, or even of dreſſing the Gallows in Mourning. 
But I ask Pardon for this Digreſfion, and return to my 
Subject. 2” & 3 

If the EfMuyia and Stenches from Dead Bodies are 
ſo infectious, and of ſuch fatal Confequences when in 
the open Air; it is an eaſy Matter to gueſs what they 
muſt be in Churches and Church-Yards, where grca: 
Numbers are buried promiſcuouſly of all Sorts of Diſ- 
tempers ; and many in ſuch Coffins as hardly hold to- 


7 


(a) Mindererus de Peſte, C. 2. 
Diemerbrook Lib. 1. C. 6. Sect. 5. 
Dr. Hodges's Edition, 1721. Page 2c. 
1 get her 


—— 
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gether, and are not cloſe enough ro contain the Pur- 


3 of the Bodies, as I have too often ſeen, even 


; ore they were buried. But eſpecially what muſt 

they be in Churches, which are ſeldom open'd, and 
where no Air can blow through to diſperſe the Va- 

urs that continually ariſe from the Graves. “ For 
« that Peſtilential Particles are diſperſed by Winds is 
« moſt (a) certain, thoſe that are penned up there- 
cc fore, and ſuffer d to ſtagnate in the Air in the 
« Churches, certainly muſt be, at leaſt, may be of 
| moſt fatal Conſequences.” And that is certainly the 
Reaſon why Phyſicians adviſe, (C) * That in Time 
cc of Peſtilence they ſhould not bury in Churches, 
ec and that Churches ſhould be firſt ſmoaked before 
& the Congregations aſſemble. 


A. OBFECTION Apfwered. 


Tf it be faid, That there can be no ſuch Danger 
of Infection, becauſe the Pavements in Churches are 
laid cloſe again, and that great Tomb-Stones will pre- 
vent ſuch Effluvia or Stenches to ariſe. I take Leave 


to anſwer, that upon Examination, this Objection has 


no Force in it, and indeed is nothing at all. 


For, Firſt, It is impoſſible that the Pavements can 
be made good again preſently, for the Earth is gene- 
rally let alone awhile to ſagg or ſettle, as the Work- 
men expreſs it; and if the Ground be ramm'd down, 
it muſt take up ſome Time before it be cloſed : And 
if we conſider, that Bodies are generally kept four, 
five, or more Days before they are buried, they muſt 
needs be in full Ferment, and at the Heighth of Cor- 
ruption before the Pavement can be encloſed upon 


them. 


(a) Ihid. Page 205. 
(b) College of Phyſicians at London, Anno 1665. 


But 
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But beſides, while Graves are open in Churches, 
are there no Steems from other Corpſes formerly bu- 
rried there, beſides thoſe to be depoſited, that may 
ariſe, and prove prejudicial. And ſuppoſe a Grave, 
wherein a Man dead of a Peſtilence- was laid, be o- 
pened again for another Corpſe after a Month or two, 


may not the opening of ſuch a Grave be the Occa- 


ſion of cauſing ſuch a Dreadful Contagion, as may 
prove fatal to Thouſands of People. | 1 
What amazing Inftances do we find in Hiſtory, of 

Vaults that have been open'd, and peſtilential Stenches 
that have ſuddenly killed the Workmen, and all that 
were near within the Reach of the Deſtroying Blaſt ; 
how Air penn'd up in ſuch Places, let looſe has burſt 
forth with Violence, and carried Death along with it 
wherever it came. Hiſtorians (4) have given us 


moſt melancholy Accounts of this Kind; but not de- 


ſigning to {well theſe Pages, I refer to the Authors: 
And fans it is, that in Places infected with Peſti- 
lence the Churches are often ſhut up, and Divine Ser- 
vice neglected, for Fear of the Contagion, from the 
Effluvia ariſing from the Graves: And the Danger of the 
Contagion mult neceſſarily be greater in our Churches, 
than thoſe in Popiſh Countries, becauſe their Churches 
are at all Times fumigated by Incenſe, and Lamps con- 
tinually burning, which may, in ſome Degree, deſtroy 
the Vapours, which our Churches have not. 


(a) Diemerbrook de Peſte, Lib. 2. Cap. 3. Sect. 12, & 
Sect. 20. | | 


Ambroſius Pareus Lib. 10. Cap. 13. 
Sabellicus Lib. 9. En. 5. 

Jo. Wolfus Tom. 1. Le#. Memorial. Cent. 10. 
Agricola de Peſte, Lib. 1. 

Ammianus Marcellinus Hiſt. 73. 
Trincavellæ Lib. 3. Concil. 17. 


Quincy's Eſſay, P. 12, 13. 


12 Again, 
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Again, I further anſwer, that it is a Miſtake, that 


any Pavements, or Tomb-Siones, can prevent any Ef- 
fluvia or Stenches from aſcending: There is no Stone 
or Mortar ſo cloſe but has Pores ſufficient for thoſe 
Exhalations; witneſs the hardeſt Marble giving, or 
breathing out againſt wet Weather: Pray whence comes 
that Vapour ? Whence does it ariſe ? It falls not cer- 
tainly through the Tiles, or Roofs of Churches, or 
through ſeveral Stories in Houſes in dry Weather; no, 
it aſcends from the Earth, it riſes from the Ground, 
and comes through the Pores of the Stone, and ſuch 
as it is, pure or 1mpure, as the Nature of ſuch a Soil 
can be, that is filled with Dead Bodies which dyed of 
all Sorts of Diſtempers. | 5 
The hardeſt Flint will imbibe Water, and the hard- 
eſt Tomb- Stone laid in a River will he ſoked through, 
though it ſwell not like a Sponge, yet has Pores e- 
nough for Water to run che or for Vapours, 
Steems, and Stenches to be exhaled through, . 
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The CONCLUSION. 


T7 "AVING therefore proved, That the 
1x| BURYING of the DEAD in 
J 7 CHURCHES and CHURCH - 

Rav YARDS may be prejudicial to the 

R_— LIVING, and Experience having 

ſhewn that it has been ſo; nay more, ſince it is cẽr- 

tain, that the Practice is contrary to all Nations in the 


World, is of late Invention, begun through Pride, im- 
proved by Superſtition, and encouraged for Lucre: And 


ſince it is moſt certain alſo, that it can be of no Ser- 


vice in the Adminiſtration of Holy Things, no Ad- 
vantage to Prayer, no Benefit to Preaching, no Ad- 
dition to the Sacraments: In a Word, no Good in 
the World can be expected from it, but only e 
er 


Inconveniences may be feared, it is moſt humbly o 


to the CONSIDERATION of our SUPE- 
RIOURS, Whether it might nor be proper, for 
the Good of Mankind, that Burial-Places be appointed 
abroad from Cities and Towns, and the Burying in 
Churches and, Church-Yards be utterly forbid. | 
For, if there be no Danger in the Practice, why 
do Phyſicians, in Time of Infection, diſwade People 
from burying. there, and from living in Houſes near 
adjoyning to Church-Yards, (4) and even from 

ing through Church-Yards, for Fear of Infection? 


And if there be that Danger, is it not reaſonable ta 


prevent it? 

(a) Zoar a moſt Antient Phyſician has laid down this Rule, 
Peſſimum eſt tempore Peſtis habitare in locis Mortuorum 
Monumentis prop inquis. Diemerb. Lib. 2. Cap. 3. Sect. 12. 


GOD 


9 The Concluſion.” 
_ GOD grant that the Peſtilence now abroad may 
never come near this Land. May infinite Goodnels 
preſerve this Nation in Health and Proſperity. But is 
it not _y incumbent on our GOVERNOURS 
(with all due Reſpect be it offer d) to prevent, at 

leaſt, to endeavour to prevent other Sickneſſes at Home, 

as to prevent that moſt Terrible one from being brought 
to us from Abroad. WE have Reaſon to A thank- 


ful for the good Care of His MAJESTY, ſignified | 


in the laſt Act of Parliament, for preventing the Con- 
tagion of the Peſtilence, bearing Date, Feb. 10, 1720. 
And might it not be in ſome Degree beneficial, that 
ſuch Funeral- Places were appointed whence no Miſchief 
could enſue. 1 f 
Surely Chriſtians may be buried with the fame De- 
cency and Rites, with the fame Pomp and Grandeur 
in other Grounds, as in Church-Yards and Churches. 
And we find, that in greater Cities, as London, where 
Neceſſity has forced them to look for Burying-Places 
at a Diſtance from the Town, there is no Scruple of 
burying in them, and by an Act of Parliament, ſuch 
2 Practice might be introduced, and made univerſal for 
ZI ( N Th 
As FuneraE-Places are not to be ſought after ſuper- 
ſtitioufly, ſo neither are they to be contemned. (a) 
Thoſe Gentiles that deſpiſed a Decent Funeral ſeemed 
to have ſhook off Humanity. There was neither good 
Senfe nor Prudence in the Anſwer of Theodorus the 
Philoſopher to Lyſimachus, who had threatned to hang 
him. Scare, fays he, your Noble Men with Hanging, 
it is all one to me, whether I rot in the Air, or in 
the Ground. And Diogenes his Expreſſion was little 
better, That he car d not if the wild 1 ſhould eat 
him: Nor that of Anuaxagoras, That he valued not 
how, or where he was buried, for the Way to Hell & 


equally near to all Countries. 
(a) Hoornbeeck. Pag. 310. 
The 
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| 27 1 Catch. 65 
The Sar tell us, Thar it is iſh of Na to 


Want a Decent. Funeral; (a) and the Light of Nature 

© has alſo judged. i it a Mark of Diſhonour to the 
eceaſed : But if it cannot be obtained, as in the 

Times of Perſecution. in the primitive Church, the 

Chriſtians were not concern where, or how 

were interred. Chriſtians need not be anxious about 2 

Grave, (c) they know that Nature buries the Dead; 

and that natural Religion 8 Men not to deny the 

Rites of Sepulture, even to Enemies. Nay; p pri- 

mitive Chriſtians braved their, Perſecutors (a4) with 

| the Contempt of a Grave: For Minutius Felix days 

(e) © We fear no Hurt from any Grave, but deſire 4 

cc to, retain the moſt Antient and moſt Decent Cu- 


4 rom of urials; but if we cannot A that, we 


ce Piace 15 * e od; T 90 Fear + bi God wi. 

cc find me to raiſe me at the laſt Day.” 

Conſecrating of Grounds for Burial is not of great 
Antiquiry. All the firſt Chriſtians, for Four Hundred 
Years at the leaſt, were buried in Burial-Places of the 

ſeveral Nations where they dwelr, at leaſt, not in 
Grounds ſer apart in fo ſolemn a Manner; and in this 

Land there was no Conſecration till the Days of St. 

David, Archbiſhop of Menem, who is ſaid to have 

lived 145 Fu and introduced that Ceremony here. 


(a) Ecel. vi. 3. Jer. v. 25. Jer. vii. 11. Jer. viii. 2. 
(5) Val. Paterc. Hiſt. Lib. 3; 
Val. Max. Lib. 5. Cap. 4. 
(c) Nec tumulum Curo ſepelit Natura relictos, 
- - - = Ne hoſtes quidem Sepulturam invident. 
(d) Auguſt. Civit. Dei, Lib. 1. Cap. 12. 
(e) In Octauio, Anno 220, | 
(F) Auguſt. Conf. Lib. 9. Cap. 11. Ni bil inquit louge eſt a 
Deo, neq; timendum eſt, ne ille agnoſcat in fine ſecult unde me 
reſuſcit & Anno 389. at Oſtia in Italy. 
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1 G91 am 0 one Pester . oſt; — 
3 thre Obſt to 2272 luer either in Regard to Go: 
* 1 * Man for theif Interrmenk. But Peau we Chri- 
Mins have Hope of a glorious Reſurrection from the 


* 4 of the Farth, I — 75 acknowledge, that the ſe- 
pPerating Grounds for Burial- Places in ſo ſolemn a Man- 
: . 5 E ner 5 577 Prayer, i IS A Hudable Cuſtom: (6 But 1 muſt 
et ſche fame Time ſay, they night be conſecrated 'as 


Well for that Purpoſe l from inhabited Places as 
Es, 4 2 Within them. 

'2 FLY ; As for Objections, 0 can be Holte of och Mo- 

ment as can be with the Benefit of Life and 5 

and therefore, I moſt humbly. offer What has been fai 

to the Conſideration of our SUPE RIO URS. F 


WI Aylet Funden Brian. Antiq. pag. 2 14. 

(5) Auguſt, Cora 25 Mort. C. 3. propter F tem Refe- 
Py aſtruendam. | 
Prudentius _ tron þ bi ſaxa cavata : op "I. 

Out pulthra volunt Monumenta: 7 
Viſi quod res creditur illis, 
Non AE 9 * data nme. 
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